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Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
John  F.  Kennedy  Federal  bldg. 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02203 
1*0 H.  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  Telephone  223-6761 

TEENAGE  EMPLOYMENT  HEEDS,  SUMMER  1968 

About  135,000  school-age  job  seekers,  15,000  more  than  were  employed  in  the 
summer  of  1967,  will  enter  the  Boston  Area  job  market  in  June  and  July,  it  was  stated 
today  by  Wendell  D.  Macdonald,  Regional  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor' 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Within  the  twenty  largest  metropolitan  areas  of  the  na¬ 
tion  it  is  estimated  by  the  Bureau  that  about  h30,000  more  summer  jobs  than  were  avail¬ 
able  in  1967  will  have  to  be  found  if  all  teenagers  of  these  twenty  urban  centers  are 
to  have  work  Qpportunities. 

Spectacular  spring  expansion  of  the  labor  force  by  students  seeking  summer  employ¬ 
ment  is  an  annual  phenomenon  in  Boston  as  in  other  American  cities.  Of  recent  years, 
both  private  and  public  employers  have  participated  in  the  drive,  spearheaded  by  Vice 
President  Humphrey,  to  place  young  people  in  summer  jobs.  The  formidable  task  ahead 
this  year  is  recognized  by  alj.  concerned  to  be  of  compelling  necessity  to  enable 
thousands  of  excellent  young  people  to  earn  enough  to  cope  with  advancing  educational 
costs,  and  to  keep  thousands  of  others  from  the  kind  of  involuntary  and  impoverished 
idleness  which  in  the  past  has  proven  tinder  for  urban  violence. 

The  greater  number  of  jobs  required  to  solve  this  most  pressing  youth  problem 
demands  vigorous  action  on  the  part  of  business  and  industry  to  uncover  every  possi¬ 
bility  for  placement  of  summer  workers.  The  alternative  to  a  successful  vacation  job 
drive  by  private  industry  can  only  be  intensified  effort  by  government  or  an  unaccept¬ 
able  increase  in  the  already  too  high  unemployment  rate  of  the  teenage  labor  force. 

Employers  wishing  to  cooperate  in  an  active  effort  to  place  young  wo  rkers  in 
summer  employment  are  urged  to  contact  their  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment 
Security. 
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Teenage  Labor  Force,  Twenty  Largest  Metropolitan  Areas 


Teenagers 

16-19 

Metropolitan  area 

Estimated 

Teenage 

Predicted  labor 

population 

employment 

]  force,  summer  196 

1968 

summer  1967 

.  (mostly  full  time 

New  York 

735,000 

325,000 

385,000 

Los  Angeles-Long  Beach 

530,000 

225,000 

275,000 

Chicago 

475,000 

270,000 

320,000 

Philadelphia 

310,000 

155,000 

190,000 

Detroit 

285,000 

135,000 

165,000 

San  Francis co-Oakland 

200,000 

90,000 

110,000 

Boston 

175,000 

120,000 

135,000 

Pittsburgh 

175,000 

75,000 

105,000 

St.  Louis 

150,000 

75,000 

100,000 

Washington,  D.C. 

185,000 

95,000 

110,000 

Cleveland 

135,000 

65,000 

80,000 

Baltimore 

135,000 

65,000 

70,000 

Newark 

130,000 

55,000 

75,000 

Minneapolis-St .  Paul 

110,000 

80,000 

90,000 

Buffalo 

90,000 

45,000 

55,000 

Houston 

110,000 

50,000 

60,000 

Milwaukee 

85,000 

45,000 

60,000 

Pa terson-Cli ft on-Pas sale 

95,000 

55,000 

60,000 

Cincinnati 

70,000 

45,000 

50,000 

Dallas 

95,000 

- t  -  — ■  ■  .  — - 

55,000 

60,000 

TOTAL,  20  areas 

4,275,000 

2,125,000 

2,555,000 

U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
March  12,  1968 
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SUMMER  JOB  SITUATION  FOR  YOUTH 
EXAMINED  IN  BLS  REPORT 

Jobs  for  young  people  were  less  plentiful  this  summer  than  last, 
according  to  a  report  published  today  by  the  Labor  Department' s  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  16-21  year-olds  employed  this  summer  was  11.  2 
million,  down  210,000  from  1969  and  the  same  as  in  1968.  At  the  same  time, 
the  youth  labor  force  increased,  due  mainly  to  the  return  of  young  men  from 
the  Armed  Forces.  As  a  result,  unemployment  among  youth  rose  by 
410,  000  between  this  and  last  summer  to  2.  1  million,  and  their  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  rose  to  16  percent,  compared  with  13  percent  in  1969  and  14  per¬ 
cent  in  1968.  In  addition  to  the  added  number  of  unemployed  young  people, 
there  was  also  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  youth  remaining  out  of  the 
labor  market  this  summer,  partly  due  to  discouragement  over  job  prospects. 

Although  employment  of  youth  in  service- producing  industries  (espe¬ 
cially  in  retail  trade)  increased  substantially  from  a  year  ago,  the  increase 
was  not  enough  to  offset  declines  in  employment  in  goods- producing  indus¬ 
tries  and  government.  Of  the  13.  3  million  16-21  year-olds  in  the  labor 
force,  approximately  84  percent  were  employed  this  summer,  compared 
with  87  percent  last  year  and  86  percent  the  year  before. 

(The  full  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  report  entitled  Employment  in 
Perspective:  Youth  Job  Situation  in  Summer  1970  is  attached.  ) 


EMPLOYMENT  IN  PERSPECTIVE 


Youth  job  situation  in  summer  1970 


August  1970 

U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
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As  a  result  of  the  recent  economic  slowdown,  many  of  the  Nation'  s 
young  people  found  job  hunting  this  summer  more  difficult  than  in  any 
summer  in  recent  years.  1/  The  number  of  16-21  year-olds  employed  this 
summer  was  down  somewhat  from  1969  and  the  same  as  in  1968,  although 
more  youths  were  searching  for  jobs.  Therefore,  unemployment  among 
young  persons  rose  over  the  year.  Partly  because  of  discouragement  over 
job  prospects,  a  larger  number  of  young  persons  remained  out  of  the  labor 
force  than  last  year.  (Summer  data  in  this  report  are  averages  of  June 
and  July,  not  seasonally  adjusted.  ) 

A  substantial  increase  in  private  service-producing  jobs  failed  to  offset 
declines  in  manufacturing  and  government  employment,  and  the  number  of 
employed  youths  declined  by  210,  000  over  the  year  to  11.  2  million.  Since 
fewer  jobs  were  available  to  absorb  the  young  entrants  into  the  labor  force- - 
which  rose  moderately  by  200,  000- -the  number  of  youths  unable  to  find  work 
increased  410,000  from  last  summer,  to  2.  1  million.  As  a  consequence,  the 
youth  unemployment  rate  was  15.7  percent,  compared  with  12.8  percent  in 
1969  and  14.0  in  1968.  (See  table  1.  ) 

Young  men  accounted  for  over  three-fourths  of  the  overall  rise  in  job¬ 
lessness  between  1969  and  1970.  Unemployment  of  white  and  black  youth 
increased  by  the  same  proportion  this  year,  as  their  jobless  rates  rose  to 
13.  6  and  30.  2  percent,  respectively. 

Employment 


Each  summer,  a  large  number  of  youths  enter  the  civilian  labor  force, 
many  seeking  jobs  only  for  the  summer  months  and  others  seeking  permanent 
employment  after  completion  of  their  formal  education.  Many  of  these  young 
people,  of  course,  are  already  employed  as  summer  begins.  Continuing 
efforts  of  both  public  and  private  groups  to  provide  additional  jobs  for  youth 
entering  the  labor  force  were  seriously  hampered  this  year  due  to  the  recent 
economic  slowdown.  2/  As  a  result,  11.  2  million  youths  were  employed  this 
summer,  210,000  less  than  last  year.  This  marked  the  first  year-to-year 
drop  in  summer  employment  of  young  people  in  the  last  9  years.  This  summer, 
approximately  84  percent  of  the  13.3  million  16-21  year-olds  in  the  labor  force 
were  employed,  compared  with  87  percent  last  year  and  86  percent  the  year 
before. 

1/  For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  youths  are  persons  16-21  years  of  age. 

2/  The  National  Alliance  of  Businessmen,  for  example,  reported  that 
although  NAB  programs  had  placed  slightly  over  100,000  underprivileged 
youths  in  summer  jobs  by  July  1,  these  job  placements  were  still  below 
those  of  last  summer. 


The  effects  of  the  recent  slowdown,  which  most  adversely  affected 
workers  employed  in  goods-producing  industries,  particularly  in  the  durable - 
goods  sector  of  manufacturing  industries,  3/  were  also  reflected  in  the  youth 
employment  experience  this  summer.  The  number  of  young  persons  employed 
in  wage  and  salary  jobs  in  goods-producing  industries  this  year--at  2.5 
million- -was  nearly  470,  000  less  than  last  summer.  Reduced  employment  in 
manufacturing  industries,  chiefly  within  the  durable-goods  sector,  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  over  four-fifths  of  this  drop. 

In  contrast  to  this  development,  the  service  -  producing  industries 
showed  an  increase  in  their  employment  of  youths  this  summer.  These  indus¬ 
tries  continued  to  employ  the  majority  of  16-21  year- olds- - 6.  1  million,  an 
increase  of  340,  000  over  last  year.  Virtually  all  of  the  over-the-year  job 
growth  within  this  sector  occurred  in  retail  trade,  the  largest  single  employ¬ 
er  of  youth.  Employment  of  young  persons  in  miscellaneous  services,  how¬ 
ever,  fell  by  60,  000  from  last  summer,  as  the  number  of  jobs  available  in 
personal,  business,  and  repair  services,  in  particular,  declined  over  the 
year. 


Outside  the  private  sector,  employment  of  youth  in  government  declin¬ 
ed  by  50,  000.  The  drop  in  Federal,  State,  and  local  government  brought  the 
employment  level  to  1.  2  million  in  1970  and  marked  the  second  consecutive 
year  in  which  government  employment  of  youths  during  the  summer  months 
was  reduced.  These  drops  contrasted  with  previous  summers  when  youths 
made  their  greatest  employment  gains  in  this  sector.  Between  1964  and 
1968,  the  proportion  of  16-21  year-olds  employed  in  government  increased 
from  6.6  percent  to  11.8  percent;  since  1968,  the  proportion  has  declined 
to  10.  4  percent. 

The  overall  reduction  in  youth  employment  this  year  occurred  equally 
among  young  men  and  women,  as  the  number  of  jobs  for  each  declined 
roughly  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  their  labor  force.  Although  fewer  white 
and  black  young  persons  found  jobs  this  summer  than  in  1969,  the  reduced 
availability  of  jobs  fell  disproportionately  upon  blacks.  Constituting  only 
one -eighth  of  the  total  youth  civilian  labor  force,  black  16-21  year-olds 
experienced  nearly  one-third  (or  60,000)  of  the  overall  year-to-year 
decrease  in  employment. 

U  nemployme  nt 

The  drop  in  the  availability  of  jobs  for  young  persons  directly 
resulted  in  a  substantial  rise  in  unemployment  compared  with  last  year. 

The  number  of  youths  unable  to  find  jobs  rose  by  410,  000  to  2.  1  million. 
Their  unemployment  rate,  at  15.7  percent,  was  significantly  higher  than 
last  summer'  s  rate  (12.  8  percent),  and  the  highest  summertime  average 
since  1964. 


3/  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  employment  repercussions  resulting  from 
the  economic  slowdown,  see  Employment  in  Perspective:  An  Examination  of 
Recent  Developments  in  the  Labor  Force,  Employment,  and  Unemployment, 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  USDLi-  1 1  -  £?2,  June  15,  1976. 
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Compared  with  the  summer  of  1969,  young  men  in  particular  were  least 
successful  in  finding  jobs  during  the  summer  months  of  1970.  This  develop¬ 
ment  largely  reflected  the  fact  that  the  industries  most  affected  by  the  slower 
pace  of  economic  activity  were  those  which  generally  hire  male  rather  than 
female  youths.  Young  men  experienced  over  three-fourths  of  the  summer- 
to- summer  rise  in  overall  joblessness,  although  they  constituted  only  slightly 
more  than  one -half  of  the  youth  civilian  labor  force.  Their  unemployment 
rate,  meanwhile,  jumped  dramatically,  from  11.  5  percent  in  1969  to  15.  5 
percent  in  1970.  Unemployment  among  young  women,  on  the  other  hand,  rose 
much  more  moderately  between  the  2  summers,  from  14.  3  to  15.9  percent. 

The  jobless  rate  for  black  youths,  at  30.  2  percent  in  June-July  1970, 
was  up  significantly  from  1969  (24.  6  percent)  and  was  their  highest  summer 
average  since  1963.  The  unemployment  rate  for  white  youths,  meanwhile, 
also  rose  substantially- -from  11.2  to  13.6  percent.  Unlike  the  unemployment 
increase  among  white  youths,  which  was  almost  exclusively  among  males, 
the  rise  in  black  joblessness  affected  both  young  men  and  women. 

The  major  effect  of  the  reduced  demand  for  young  workers  occurred 
this  summer  in  the  Nation*  s  metropolitan  areas,  particularly  among  smaller 
cities.  In  the  urban  poverty  neighborhoods  of  the  largest  cities,  however, 
unemployment  rates  for  both  white  and  black  youths  remained  virtually 
unchanged  from  their  high  1969  averages.  This  lack  of  change  reflected,  in 
part,  the  large  number  of  poverty-area  residents  who  tend  to  be  employed  in 
relatively  low- skilled  and  service-related  jobs,  which  have  been  less  affected 
by  the  recent  economic  slowdown. 

Civilian  Labor  Force  Developments 

The  youth  civilian  labor  force,  after  remaining  steady  between  the 
summer  months  of  1968  and  1969,  rose  by  200,  000  in  1970  to  13.  3  million. 

This  increase,  however,  was  well  below  the  substantial  gains  posted  in 
several  earlier  years  when  large  numbers  of  young  people  entered  the  labor 
market  as  a  result  of  the  post-World  War  II  Hbaby  boom. 11 

Young  males  made  up  the  entire  1970  increase  in  the  youth  civilian  labor 
force,  which  was  traceable  to  the  net  reduction  in  the  number  of  young  men 
in  the  Armed  Forces  between  the  summers  of  1969  and  1970.  The  number 
of  males  aged  16-21  years  in  the  Armed  Forces  declined  by  180,  000  during 
the  period. 

i 

) 

Despite  the  increase  in  the  number  of  young  persons  seeking  jobs,  the 
labor  force  participation  rate  for  all  youths  this  summer,  at  64.8  percent, 
was  somewhat  lower  than  a  year  ago,  as  their  civilian  noninstitutional  popu¬ 
lation  increased  substantially  with  the  return  of  veterans.  Participation  was 
lower  both  for  young  men  and  women,  and  for  whites  and  blacks.  This 
decline  probably  reflected  a  rise  in  the  proportion  of  young  people  who 
stayed  out  of  the  labor  force  in  summer  1970  due  to  unfavorable  economic 
conditions  and  subsequent  discouragement  over  job  prospects.  Compared 
with  last  year,  about  340,  000  more  youths  did  not  enter  the  labor  market 
this  summer. 
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Table  1.  Employment  status  of  young  persons  16-21  years  by  sex  and  color, 
June-July  averages,  1967-70 


(In  thousands) 


Employment  status, 
sex  and  color 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninsti tutional  population. 

20,536 

19,998 

19,871 

19,139 

Civilian  labor  force . 

13,300 

13,098 

13,026 

12,457 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

64.8 

65.5 

65.6 

65.1 

Employed . . . . 

11,215 

11,420 

11,206 

10,790 

Unemployed . . . 

2,085 

1,678 

1,821 

1,667 

Unemployment  rate . . 

15.7 

12.8 

14.0 

13.4 

Not  in  the  labor  force . . 

7,236 

6,900 

6,845 

6,682 

MALE 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population. 

9,705 

9,358 

9,296 

9,004 

Civilian  labor  force.... . . 

7,298 

7,086 

7,148 

6,981 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

75.2 

75.7 

76.9 

77.5 

Employed . . 

6,167 

6,270 

6,275 

6,136 

Unemployed . 

1,131 

817 

873 

845 

Unemployment  rate . 

15.5 

11.5 

12.2 

12.1 

Not  in  the  labor  force . . 

2,407 

2,272 

2,148 

2,023 

FEMALE 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population. 

10,832 

10,640 

10,575 

10,136 

Civilian  labor  force . . 

6,003 

6,012 

5,879 

5,476 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

55.4 

56.5 

55.6 

54.0 

Employed . . 

5,048 

5,150 

4,931 

4,654 

Unemployed . . . 

955 

862 

947 

822 

Unemployment  rate......... . 

15.9 

14.3 

16.1 

15.0 

Not  in  the  labor  force . . 

4,830 

4,628 

4,696 

4,660 

WHITE 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population. 

17,703 

17,302 

17,266 

16,651 

Civilian  labor  force. . . 

11,643 

11,481 

11,402 

10,920 

Labor  force  participation  rate.. . 

65.8 

66.4 

66.0 

65.6 

Employed . . . . 

10,057 

10,lfic> 

10,003 

9,634 

Unemployed . . 

1,586 

1,282 

1,399 

1,286 

Unemployment  rate. . . . 

13.6 

11.2 

12.3 

11.3 

Not  in  the  labor  force . 

6,061 

5,821 

5,864 

5,731 
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Table  1.  Employment  status  of  young  persons  16-21  years  by  sex  and  color, 
June-July  averages,  1967-70 — Cont inued 


(In  thousands) 


Employment  status, 
sex,  and  color 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

NEGRO  AND  OTHER  RACES 

Civilian  noninstitut ional  population. 

2,833 

2,696 

2,606 

2,489 

Civilian  labor  force . 

1,658 

1,617 

1,624 

1,533 

Labor  force  participation  rate........ 

58.5 

60.0 

62.3 

61.8 

Employed . . . 

1,159 

1,221 

1,203 

1,156 

Unemp  loyed . . . 

500 

397 

422 

382 

Unemployment  rate . 

30.2 

24.6 

26.0 

24.8 

Not  in  the  labor  force . . 

1,175 

i 

_ 

1,079 

982 

951 

> 
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Table  2.  Employment  of  young  persons  16-21  years  by  major  industry  group. 


class  of  worker,  and  color,  June-July 

(In  thousands) 

averages , 

1967-70 

Industry,  class  of 

worker,  and  color 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

TOTAL 

Total  employed . 

11,215 

11,420 

11,206 

10,790 

Agriculture. . . . 

768 

773 

816 

829 

Nonagricultural  industries . . 

10,447 

10,647 

10,390 

9,962 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers. 

9,131 

9,257 

8,905 

8,656 

Private  household  workers..... 
Other  private  wage  and  salary 

473 

469 

498 

542 

workers . . 

8,658 

8,788 

8,407 

8,115 

Goods-producing  industries.. 

2,542 

3,006 

2,899 

2,878 

Service-producing  industries 

6,117 

5,782 

5,508 

5,237 

Government  workers . . 

Self-employed  and  unpaid 

1,163 

1,215 

1,319 

1,152 

family  workers . . . 

153 

176 

167 

153 

WHITE 

Total  employed . 

10,057 

10,199 

10,003 

9,634 

Agriculture . . 

662 

638 

673 

678 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

9,395 

9,561 

9,331 

8,957 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers. 

8,308 

8,431 

8,102 

7,870 

Private  household  workers..... 
Other  private  wage  and  salary 

420 

422 

435 

471 

workers . . 

7,887 

8,010 

7,667 

7,400 

Goods-producing  industries.. 

2,276 

2,679 

2,601 

2,595 

Service-producing  industries 

5,611 

5,331 

5,066 

4,805 

Government  workers . . 

Self-employed  and  unpaid 

943 

968 

1,072 

948 

family  workers. . 

145 

163 

158 

139 

NEGRO  AND  OTHER  RACES 

Total  employed . . . . 

1,159 

1,221 

1,203 

1,156 

Agriculture . . 

106 

136 

144 

152 

Nonagricultural  industries . . 

1,053 

1,085 

1,055 

1,005 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers. 

823 

826 

803 

786 

Private  household  workers . 

Other  private  wage  and  salary 

52 

48 

63 

72 

workers . . . 

771 

778 

741 

712 

Goods-producing  industries.. 

266 

327 

298 

281 

Service-producing  industries 

506 

451 

443 

431 

Government  workers..... . 

Self-employed  and  unpaid 

221 

247 

247 

205 

family  workers . 

8 

13 

9 

15 
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SUMMER  JOB  SITUATION  FOR  YOUTH  EXAMINED  IN  BLS  REPORT 


More  youths  16-21  years  of  age  were  employed  this  summer  than  last 
summer:  however,  given  a  sizeable  increase  in  the  civilian  labor  force,  the 
number  of  unemployed  youths  also  increased  over  the  year,  according  to  a  re¬ 
port  published  today  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor’s  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis¬ 
tics. 


0F  ILLINOIS 

AT  URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Employment  among  youths  rose  100,000  over  the  year  to  11.3  million,  re¬ 
turning  close  to  the  alltime  summer  record  reached  in  1969.  Nevertheless, 
since  the  number  of  young  people  in  the  labor  force  rose  by  about  390,000  over 
the  year,  the  number  of  unemployed  youths,  at  2.4  million,  was  280,000  above 
last  year’s  level.  The  youth  unemployment  rate  was  17.3  percent  this  summer, 
compared  with  15.7  percent  in  1970  and  12.8  percent  in  1969.  The  over-the- 
year  increase  occurred  among  both  young  men  and  women  and  among  both  blacks 
and  whites. 

The  number  of  youths  employed  in  the  service-producing  industries  rose  by 
100,000  over  the  year;  an  employment  increase  in  retail  trade  more  than  offset 
declines  in  other  miscellaneous  services.  Another  increase  in  employment  of 
100,000  occurred  among  youths  in  private  household  jobs  and  among  self- 
employed  and  unpaid  family  workers.  In  the  goods-producing  industries,  em¬ 
ployment  of  youths  declined  by  100,000  this  summer,  following  a  460,000  drop 
the  preceding  year,  as  job  reductions  in  manufacturing  more  than  offset  a  gain 
in  construction.  Youth  employment  in  the  government  sector  remained  unchanged 
this  summer,  after  declining  the  previous  two  summers. 

(The  full  report,  Employment  in  Perspective:  Summer  Job  Situation  for 
Youth,  is  attached.) 
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EMPLOYMENT  IN  PERSPECTIVE 


Summer  job  situation  for  youth,  1971  * 
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More  16-21  year-olds  were  employed  in  the  summer  of  1971  than  were 
employed  last  summer,  but  the  number  of  unemployed  youths  also  increased. 

This  represented  a  sizeable  increase  in  the  civilian  labor  force,  which  was 
concentrated  among  young  men  and  largely  reflected  net  reductions  in  the 
Armed  Forces:  the  employment  of  young  men  reached  a  record  level  this  summer. 
However,  a  larger  proportion  of  young  persons  remained  outside  the  labor 
force  this  summer  than  last.  (Summer  data  in  this  report  are  averages  of 
June  and  July,  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 

Employment  increases  in  service- related  industries  for  summer  1971 
more  than  offset  a  decline  in  manufacturing,  as  employment  among  youths  rose 
100,000  over  the  year  to  11.3  million,  and  returned  close  to  the  alltime 
summer  record  of  11.4  million  recorded  in  1969.  However,  since  many  more 
young  people  were  in  the  labor  force  this  summer,  the  number  of  unemployed 
youths  rose  280,000  above  last  summer’s  leve],  to  2.4  million.  As  a  conse¬ 
quence,  the  youth  unemployment  rate  was  17.3  percent  this  summer,  compared 
with  15.7  percent  in  1970  and  12.8  percent  in  1969.  The  over- the-y ear 
increase  occurred  among  both  young  men  and  women  and  among  both  black  and 
white  youths. 

Employment 

Each  slimmer  a  large  number  of  youths  enter  the  labor  market  to  seek 
either  summer  employment  or  permanent  employment  after  the  completion  of  their 
formal  education.  The  number  of  youths  with  jobs  in  the  summer  of  1971,  at 
11.3  million,  rose  100,000  over  the  year,  compared  with  a  drop  of  200,000 
between  the  summers  of  1969  and  1970.  This  increase,  however,  was  well  below 


*  This  report  is  a  continuation  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  series  on  Employment  in  Perspective. 
It  was  prepared  in  the  Bureau's  Office  of  Manpower  and  Employment  Statistics,  Division  of  Employment  and 
Unemployment  Analysis,  by  Christopher  G.  Gellner,  under  the  direction  of  Paul  M.  Schwab. 
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the  employment  gains  of  several  earlier  years,  when  large  numbers  of  young 
people  entered  the  labor  market  as  a  result  of  the  post-World  War  II  "baby 
boom. " 


The  number  of  youths  employed  in  the  service-producing  industries 
(private  wage  and  salary  jobs)  rose  by  100,000  over  the  year  to  6.2  million; 
however,  the  increase  was  much  less  than  in  previous  summers.  During  the  past 
5  summers,  youth  employment  gains  in  this  sector  had  ranged  between  250,000 
and  400,000.  In  the  most  recent  period,  an  employment  increase  in  retail 
trade,  the  largest  employer  of  youth,  more  than  offset  declines  in  other 
miscellaneous  services. 

Another  increase  in  employment  this  summer  occurred  among  youths  work¬ 
ing  in  private  household  jobs  and  as  self-employed  or  unpaid  family  workers. 
The  number  of  youths  in  such  jobs  rose  by  100,000  over  the  year. 

In  the  goods-producing  industries,  the  number  of  youths  with  private 
wage  and  salary  jobs  declined  by  100,000  this  summer,  after  a  460,000  drop 
the  preceding  year.  A  decline  in  youth  private  wage  and  salary  employment 
in  manufacturing  (180,000)  more  than  offset  a  gain  in  construction  (75,000). 
The  increase  in  construction  employment  was  the  first  substantial  summer- to- 
summer  gain  in  this  industry  in  recent  years  and  probably  reflects  the 
resurgence  in  home  building  activity. 

Employment  of  youths  in  the  government  sector,  meanwhile,  remained 
unchanged  in  summer  1971  at  1.2  million,  after  declining  the  previous  2 
summers.  About  10.3  percent  of  all  young  workers  were  employed  in  government 
this  summer,  dcwn  somewhat  from  the  recent  high  of  11.8  percent  recorded 
in  1968. 


The  overall  increase  in  youth  summer  employment  this  year  occurred 
entirely  among  young  men,  in  contrast  to  1970,  when  employment  among  both  men 
and  women  decreased.  Employment  of  young  men  rose  by  200,000  from  1970,  to 
6.4  million,  and  reached  its  highest  level  on  record.  Employment  of  young 
women,  on  the  other  hand,  dropped  100,000  over  the  year  to  4.9  million,  its 
lowest  level  since  1968. 

Employment  of  white  youths,  at  10.2  million,  was  up  150,000  from  1970, 
as  an  increase  in  jobs  among  young  men  more  than  offset  a  decline  in  employ¬ 
ment  among  young  women.  In  contrast,  young  black  persons  (both  men  and  women) 
found  fewer  jobs  this  summer  than  last,  as  their  employment  edged  down  over 
the  year  to  1.1  million,  the  lowest  level  since  1966. 

Unemployment 

Although  the  number  of  employed  youths  increased  slightly  for  summer 
1971,  the  number  of  youths  in  the  civilian  labor  force  increased  sharply  and, 
consequently,  the  number  of  unemployed  youths  rose  by  280,000,  to  2.4  million. 
Their  unemployment  rate,  at  17.3  percent,  was  higher  than  last  summer’s  15.7 
percent  and  the  highest  summertime  average  since  1963. 
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The  rise  in  the  number  of  unemployed  16-21  year-olds  between  this 
summer  and  last  occurred  fairly  equally  among  young  men  and  women.  The  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  for  young  men  rose  from  15.5  to  16.5  percent  over  the  year,  and 
the  rate  for  young  females  increased  from  15.9  to  18.3  percent.  The  increase 
in  the  number  of  jobless  youths  this  summer  occurred  largely  among  whites, 
almost  exclusively  among  young  women.  The  number  of  unemployed  white  youths 
increased  by  250,000,  to  1.8  million,  and  their  unemployment  rate  rose  from 
13.6  percent  in  the  summer  of  1970  to  15.3  percent  this  summer.  The  number 
of  unemployed  black  youths  increased  by  30,000  between  the  two  summers,  to 
530,000.  The  increased  joblessness  among  young  black  persons,  combined  with 
virtually  no  change  in  the  number  of  black  youths  in  the  job  market  this 
summer,  resulted  in  an  increase  in  their  unemployment  rate  from  30.2  percent 
to  32.1  percent,  the  highest  summer  average  for  black  youth  since  1963  —  the 
first  year  for  which  statistics  for  16-21  year-olds  by  race  are  available. 

Civilian  labor  force  developments 

The  total  number  of  youths  in  the  civilian  labor  force  rose  by  390,000 
over  the  year  in  the  summer  of  1971,  about  twice  the  increase  for  last  summer, 
to  13.7  million.  Most  of  the  increase  occurred  among  young  men  (340,000), 
largely  as  a  reflection  of  continued  reductions  in  the  Armed  Forces.  White 
persons  accounted  for  the  entire  increase  in  the  youth  civilian  labor  force; 
the  number  of  black  youths  in  the  labor  force,  in  contrast,  was  about  the 
same  as  last  summer. 

Though  more  young  persons  were  in  the  labor  force  during  summer  1971 
than  last,  more  youths  also  were  staying  outside  the  labor  force.  Compared 
with  1970,  400,000  more  youth  remained  out  of  the  labor  force  this  year, 
bringing  the  level  to  7.6  million.  Bolstered  by  a  net  reduction  in  the 
Armed  Forces  of  290,000,  the  youth  civilian  nonins ti tutional  population  rose 
780,000  between  the  2  summers,  an  increase  of  the  magnitude  recorded  during 
the  mid-1960's.  Contrary  to  the  earlier  period,  however,  a  relatively 
smaller  proportion  of  these  additional  youths  (only  about  one-half)  entered 
the  job  market.  A  substantial  number  chose  to  remain  outside  the  labor  force; 
many  stayed  in  school. 

As  a  large  proportion  of  the  substantial  increase  in  the  youth  civil¬ 
ian  nonins titutional  population  this  summer  remained  outside  the  labor  force, 
the  labor  force  participation  rate  of  all  youths,  at  64.2  percent,  was  down 
somewhat  for  the  second  consecutive  summer.  Participation  was  lower  both  for 
young  men  and  women.  Although  the  participation  rate  for  white  youths 
declined  only  slightly,  the  participation  rate  for  black  youths,  at  55.9  per¬ 
cent,  was  down  substantially  from  last  summer's  rate  (58.5  percent).  After 
declining  continuously  since  1968,  the  participation  rate  for  black  youths 
this  summer  fell  to  its  lowest  level  on  record. 
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Table  1.  Employment  status  of  young  persons  16-21  years  by  sex  and  color,  June- July  averages,  1968-71 
(In  thousands) 


Employment  status, 
sex,  and  color 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

21,317 

20,536 

19,998 

19,871 

Civilian  labor  force . 

13,687 

13,300 

13,098 

13,026 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

64.2 

64.8 

65.5 

65.6 

Employed . 

11,322 

11,215 

11,420 

11,206 

Unemployed . 

2,365 

2,085 

1,678 

1,821 

Unemployment  rate . 

17.3 

15.7 

12.8 

14.0 

Not  in  the  labor  force . 

7,630 

7,236 

6,900 

6,845 

MALE 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

10,242 

9,705 

9,358 

9,296 

Civilian  labor  force . 

7,635 

7,298 

7,086 

7,148 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

74.5 

75.2 

75.7 

76.9 

Employed . 

6,378 

6,167 

6,270 

6,275 

Unemployed . 

1,258 

1,131 

817 

873 

Unemployment  rate . 

16.5 

15.5 

11.5 

12.2 

Not  in  the  labor  force . 

2,607 

2,407 

2,272 

2,148 

FEMALE 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

11,074 

10,832 

10,640 

10,575 

Civilian  labor  force . 

6,052 

6,003 

6,012 

5,879 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

54.7 

55.4 

56.5 

55.6 

Employed . 

4,944 

5,048 

5,150 

4,931 

Unemployed . 

1,108 

955 

862 

947 

Unemployment  rate . 

18.3 

15.9 

14.3 

16.1 

Not  in  the  labor  force . 

5,023 

4,830 

4,628 

4,696 

WHITE 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

18,378 

17,703 

17,302 

17,266 

Civilian  labor  force . 

12,043 

11,643 

11,481 

11,402 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

65.5 

65.8 

66.4 

66.0 

Employed . 

10,206 

10,057 

10,199 

10,003 

Unemployed . 

1,837 

1,586 

1,282 

1,399 

Unemployment  rate . 

15.3 

13.6 

11.2 

12.3 

Not  in  the  labor  force . 

6,335 

6,061 

5,821 

5,864 

NEGRO  AND  OTHER  RACES 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

2,939 

2,833 

2,696 

2,606 

Civilian  labor  force . 

1,644 

1,658 

1,617 

1,624 

Labor  force  participation  rate . 

55.9 

58.5 

60.0 

62.3 

Employed . 

1,116 

1,159 

1,221 

1,203 

Unemployed . . 

528 

500 

397 

422 

Unemployment  rate . 

32.1 

30.2 

24.6 

26.0 

Not  in  the  labor  force . 

1,295 

1,175 

1,079 

982 

Table  2.  Employment  of  young  persons  16-21  years  by  major  industry  group,  class  of  worker,  and  color, 
June-July  averages,  1968-71 
(In  thousands) 


Industry,  class  of 
worker,  and  color 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

TOTAL 

Total  employed . 

11,322 

11,215 

11,420 

11,206 

Agriculture . 

773 

768 

773 

816 

Nonagrlcultural  industries . 

10,549 

10,447 

10,647 

10,390 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

9,169 

9,131 

9,257 

8,905 

Private  household  workers . 

505 

473 

469 

498 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers... 

8,665 

8,658 

8,788 

8,407 

Goods-producing  industries . 

2,435 

2,542 

3,006 

2,899 

Service-producing  industries . 

6,231 

6,117 

5,782 

5,508 

Government  workers . . 

1,163 

1,163 

1,215 

1,319 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers... 

216 

153 

176 

167 

WHITE 

Total  employed . 

10,206 

10,057 

10,199 

10,003 

Agriculture . . 

686 

662 

638 

673 

Nonagrlcultural  industries . 

9,520 

9,395 

9,561 

9,331 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

8,372 

8,308 

8,431 

8,102 

Private  household  workers . 

464 

420 

422 

435 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers... 

7,909 

7,887 

8,010 

7,667 

Goods-producing  industries . . 

2,201 

2,276 

2,679 

2,601 

Service-producing  industries . . 

5,709 

5,611 

5,331 

5,066 

Government  workers . . 

943 

943 

968 

1,072 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers .. . 

204 

145 

163 

158 

NEGRO  AND  OTHER  RACES 

Total  employed . . . . 

1,116 

1,159 

1,221 

1,203 

Agriculture . . . 

88 

106 

136 

144 

Nonagrlcultural  industries . . 

1,029 

1,053 

1,085 

1,055 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

797 

823 

826 

803 

Private  household  workers . 

41 

52 

48 

63 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . . . 

756 

771 

778 

741 

Goods-producing  industries . 

234 

266 

327 

298 

Service-producing  industries . 

522 

506 

451 

443 

Government  workers . 

220 

221 

247 

247 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers .. . 

13 

8 

13 

9 
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Table  2.  College  enrollment  and  labor  force  status  of  1973  high  school  graduates  \! ,  October  1973 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Civilian 
nonins titutional 
population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

Not  in 

labor 

force 

Number 

As  percent 
of 

population 

Em¬ 

ployed 

Unem 

sloyed 

Number 

As  percent 
of  civilian 
labor  force 

Number 

Percent 

Both  sexes,  total - 

3,059 

100.0 

1,840 

60.2 

i 

,608 

232 

12.6 

1 

,219 

White - 

2,707 

88.5 

1,653 

61.1 

i 

,473 

180 

10.9 

1 

,054 

Negro  and  other  races - 

352 

11.5 

187 

53.1 

135 

52 

27.8 

165 

Enrolled  in  college - 

1,425 

46.6 

523 

36.7 

453 

70 

13.4 

902 

Full  time - 

1,341 

43.8 

456 

34.0 

388 

68 

14.9 

885 

Part  time - 

84 

2.7 

67 

79.8 

65 

2 

(2/) 

17 

Not  enrolled  in  college - 

1,634 

53.4 

1,317 

80.6 

1,155 

162 

12.3 

317 

Men,  total - 

1,458 

100.0 

945 

64.8 

844 

101 

10.7 

513 

Enrolled  in  college - 

730 

50.1 

288 

39.5 

249 

39 

13.5 

442 

Not  enrolled  in  college - 

728 

49.9 

657 

90.2 

595 

62 

9.4 

71 

Women,  total - 

1,601 

100.0 

895 

55.9 

764 

131 

14.6 

706 

Enrolled  in  college - 

695 

43.4 

235 

33.8 

204 

31 

13.2 

460 

Not  enrolled  in  college-- - 

906 

56.6 

660 

72.8 

560 

100 

15.2 

246 

Single - 

732 

45.7 

562 

76.8 

479 

83 

14.8 

170 

Married  and  other  marital  status  3/ - 

174 

10.9 

98 

56.3 

81 

17 

17.3 

76 

\!  16  to  24  years  old. 

2/  Percent  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  75,000. 
3/  Includes  widowed,  divorced,  and  separated  women. 


Table  3.  Employment  status  of  1973  high  school  graduates  not  enrolled  in  college  and  dropouts  II,  October  1973 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Civilian 
nonins titutional 

Civilian  labor 

force 

Not  in 
labor  force 

Characteristic 

population 

As  percent 

Unemployed 

In 

Em¬ 

ployed 

As  percent 
of  civilian 
labor  force 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

of 

population 

Number 

Total 

special 
schools  2/ 

1973  graduates  not 
enrolled  in  college, 
total - 

1,634 

100.0 

1 

,317 

80.6 

1,155 

162 

12.3 

317 

102 

Men - 

728 

44.6 

657 

90.2 

595 

62 

9.4 

71 

14 

Women - 

906 

55.4 

660 

72.8 

560 

100 

15.2 

246 

88 

Single - 

Married  and  other  marital 

732 

44.8 

562 

76.8 

479 

83 

14.8 

170 

(3/) 

status  4/ - 

174 

10.6 

98 

56.3 

81 

17 

17.3 

76 

(31) 

White - 

1,405 

86.0 

1 

,158 

82.4 

1,041 

117 

10.1 

247 

91 

Negro  and  other  races - 

229 

14.0 

159 

69.4 

114 

45 

28.3 

70 

11 

1972-73  school 
dropouts,  total  5/ - 

784 

100.0 

519 

66.2 

404 

115 

22.2 

265 

27 

Men - 

442 

56.4 

358 

81.0 

272 

86 

24.0 

84 

19 

Women - 

342 

43.6 

161 

47.1 

132 

29 

18.0 

181 

8 

Single - 

Married  and  other  marital 

227 

29.0 

120 

52.9 

96 

24 

20.0 

107 

8 

status  4/ - 

115 

14.7 

41 

35.7 

36 

5 

(6/) 

74 

" 

White - - 

608 

77.6 

422 

69.4 

332 

90 

21.3 

186 

20 

Negro  and  other  races - 

176 

22.4 

97 

55.1 

72 

25 

25.8 

79 

7 

1/  16  to  24  years  old. 

2/  Schools  not  in  the  regular  school  system,  such 
as  trade  schools  and  business  colleges. 

3/  Not  available. 

4/  Includes  widowed,  divorced,  and  separated  women. 


5/  Persons  who  dropped  out  of  school  between 

October  1972  and  October  1973.  In  addition, 
126,000  persons  14  and  15  years  old  dropped 
out  of  school. 

6/  Percent  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  75,000 
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EMPLOYMENT  SITUATION  FOR  SCHOOL  AGE  YOUTH 


APR 


2  8  1977 


One  out  of  three  employed  youths  16  to  24  years  old  is  also  attending  school, 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  reported  today.  An 
equal  proportion  of  the  unemployed  youth  is  also  in  school,  a  situation  that  has  not 
changed  substantially  over  the  past  10  years. 

A  total  of  22.6  million  16  to  24  year  olds  were  in  the  labor  force  in  October 
1976,  750,000  more  than  a  year  earlier.  Of  these  youths,  19.4  million  were  employed, 
about  875,000  more  than  in  October  1975,  and  3.1  million  were  unemployed,  slightly 
below  the  level  of  a  year  earlier.  (See  table  1.) 

Employment  among  students  increased  by  340,000  from  October  1975  to  October  1976, 
with  the  rise  being  concentrated  among  those  in  college.  A  535,000  increase  in  employ¬ 
ment  among  youths  not  in  school  was  shared  by  school  dropouts  and  high  school  and 
college  graduates. 

The  unemployment  rate  for  students  who  were  in  the  labor  force  in  October  1976 
was  14  percent,  about  the  same  as  the  rate  for  youths  of  the  same  age  not  enrolled  in 
school.  For  both  groups  there  was  a  one  percentage  point  decline  in  the  jobless  rate 
in  comparison  with  the  situation  in  October  1975.  Youths  16  to  24  years  old  continued 
to  account  for  close  to  one  half  of  all  persons  16  and  over  who  were  unemployed  in 
October. 

The  750,000  rise  in  the  youth  labor  force  from  October  1975  to  October  1976 
reflected  both  increases  in  their  numbers  and  a  further  increase  in  their  labor  force 
participation  rate.  Over  the  past  10  years,  the  participation  rate  for  this  group  has 


risen  from  55  percent  to  64  percent. 
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Black  and  Spanish-origin  youth 

The  employment  situation  for  black  youths  was  about  the  same  in  October  1976  as  a 
year  earlier.  Among  youths  enrolled  in  school,  blacks  had  a  substantially  lower  labor 
force  participation  rate  and  over  twice  as  high  an  unemployment  rate  as  whites.  Among 
high  school  graduates  and  dropouts,  blacks  also  had  lower  labor  force  participation 
rates  and  higher  unemployment  rates  than  whites. 

Both  the  labor  force  participation  rate  and  the  unemployment  rate  for  youths  of 
Spanish  origin  enrolled  in  school  were  about  midway  between  those  of  white  and  black 
students  in  October  1976.  Data  tabulated  separately  for  Mexicans  and  Puerto  Ricans 
show  a  somewhat  higher  labor  force  participation  rate  for  Mexican  than  for  Puerto 
Rican  youths.  (See  table  2.)  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  these  two  groups 
reside  in  different  geographical  areas  of  the  country.  Mexican-Amer leans  are  highly 
concentrated  in  the  Southwest,  where  many  of  them  live  in  rural  areas,  whereas  the 
Puerto  Rican  population  is  highly  concentrated  in  the  central  cities  on  the  East  Coast. 

Among  youths  not  enrolled  in  school,  the  labor  force  participation  rate  for 
persons  of  Spanish  origin  was  similar  to  that  for  blacks,  and  substantially  below  that 
for  all  whites.  However,  the  unemployment  rate  was  lower  for  these  Spanish-origin 
youth  than  for  their  black  counterparts. 

Recent  graduates  and  dropouts 

About  3  million  persons  16  to  24  years  old  graduated  from  high  school  in  1976. 

(See  table  3.)  The  proportion  of  graduates  going  on  to  college,  49  percent,  was  not 
significantly  different  from  that  of  a  year  earlier,  and  was  about  the  same  for  white 
and  black  graduates.  Since  the  early  1960's,  the  proportion  of  black  high  school 
graduates  enrolling  in  college  has  risen  by  over  10  percentage  points  while  that  of 
whites  has  been  relatively  stable,  except  for  a  temporary  increase  during  the  Vietnam 
War  period.  Labor  force  participation  rates  for  recent  high  school  graduates  not  in 
college  remained  about  twice  as  high  as  for  those  in  college,  but  unemployment  rates 
for  both  groups  were  about  the  same. 


Some  740,000  youths  16  to  24  years  old  dropped  out  of  school  during  1976  before 
completing  high ‘school,  about  the  same  number  as  in  1975.  Labor  force  participation 
for  these  dropouts,  half  of  whom  are  16  and  17  years  old,  is  relatively  low  compared 
with  that  of  1976  graduates  who  were  not  in  school  -  63  percent  compared  with  84  per¬ 
cent.  About  1  out  of  3  dropouts  in  the  labor  force  was  unemployed,  the  same  percentage 
as  a  .year  earlier,  and  a  much  larger  proportion  than  for  the  graduates. 

These  findings  are  from  the  latest  survey  of  school  age  youth  conducted  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Additional  information  on 
employment  of  school  age  youths  and  of  high  school  graduates  and  dropouts  will  be 
published  in  a  forthcoming  issue  of  the  Monthly  Labor  Review. 


Table  1.  Employment  status  of  persons  16  to  24  years  old,  by  school  enrollment  status,  educational  attainment,  sex  and  race,  October  1975  and  1976 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Civilian 

noninstitutional 
population 


Civilian  labor  force 


Characteristics 


Number 


Percent;  of 
population 


Employed 


Unemployed 


1975 

1976 

— 1975 — 

— 1975 - 

1975 

1975 - 

— 1975 - 

— 197? — 

"  1975 - 

— 1975 - 

“1971 

1576 

34 , 700 

35,222 

21,833 

22,591 

62.9 

64.1 

18,564 

19,439 

3,268 

3,149 

15.0 

13.9 

15,284 

15,548 

6,730 

7,043 

44.0 

45.3 

5,716 

6,055 

1,012 

987 

15.0 

14.0 

11,163 

11,169 

4,551 

4,640 

40.8 

41.5 

3,772 

3,858 

778 

782 

17.1 

16.9 

4,121 

4,379 

2,179 

2,403 

52.9 

54.9 

1,944 

2,197 

234 

205 

10.7 

8.5 

8,085 

8,065 

3,598 

3,796 

44.5 

47.1 

3,061 

3,232 

536 

566 

14.9 

14.9 

7,198 

7,483 

3,130 

3,248 

43.5 

43.4 

2,655 

2,827 

476 

420 

15.2 

12.9 

13,077 

13,197 

6,096 

6,372 

46.6 

48.3 

5,241 

5,574 

855 

796 

14.0 

12.5 

1,907 

2,047 

515 

547 

27.0 

26.7 

371 

381 

142 

166 

27.6 

30.3 

849 

846 

312 

323 

36.7 

38.2 

254 

251 

59 

70 

18.9 

21.7 

8,063 

8,092 

3,279 

3,327 

40.6 

41.1 

2,641 

2,694 

636 

633 

19.4 

19.0 

4,270 

4,291 

1,801 

1,873 

42.2 

43.6 

1,464 

1,508 

336 

366 

18.7 

19.5 

3,793 

3,801 

1,478 

1,454 

39.0 

38.3 

1,177 

1,186 

300 

267 

20.3 

18.4 

6,710 

6,688 

2,997 

3,029 

44.7 

45.3 

2,450 

2,507 

546 

523 

18.2 

17.3 

1,208 

1,266 

236 

255 

19.5 

20.1 

154 

159 

84 

99 

35.6 

38.8 

542 

522 

161 

149 

27.9 

28.5 

113 

109 

48 

41 

29.8 

27.5 

7,221 

7,456 

3,448 

3,718 

47.7 

49.9 

3,074 

3,365 

376 

352 

10.9 

9.5 

3,816 

3,775 

1,796 

1,923 

47.1 

50.9 

1,597 

1,724 

201 

199 

11.2 

10.3 

3,245 

3,219 

1,283 

1,418 

39.6 

44.1 

1,126 

1,257 

158 

160 

12.3 

11.3 

571 

556 

513 

.  505 

90.0 

90.8 

471 

467 

43 

39 

8.4 

7.7 

3,405 

3,681 

1,652 

1,795 

48.5 

48.8 

1,477 

1,641 

175 

153 

10.6 

8.5 

2,813 

3,032 

1,156 

1,220 

41.1 

40.2 

1,008 

1,088 

149 

131 

12.9 

10.7 

592 

649 

496 

575 

83.8 

88.6 

469 

553 

26 

22 

5.2 

3.8 

6,366 

6,508 

3,101 

3,343 

48.7 

51.4 

2,792 

3,070 

310 

273 

10.0 

8.2 

698 

781 

276 

291 

39.5 

37.3 

217 

223 

58 

70 

21.0 

24.1 

308 

323 

149 

174 

48.4 

53.9 

140 

147 

13 

30 

8.7 

17.2 

19,416 

19,674 

15,103 

15,548 

77.8 

79.0 

12,848 

13,384 

2,256 

2,162 

14.9 

13.9 

5,174 

5,282 

3,867 

3,980 

74.7 

75.4 

3,043 

3,192 

824 

786 

21.3 

14.7 

14,242 

14,392 

11,236 

11,568 

78.9 

80.4 

9,805 

10,192 

1,432 

1,376 

12.7 

11.9 

8,840 

9,145 

8,149 

8,423 

92.2 

92.1 

6,947 

7,327 

1,202 

1,095 

14.8 

13.0 

10,577 

10,529 

6,956 

7,124 

65.8 

67.7 

5,902 

6,056 

1,053 

1,068 

15.1 

15.0 

16,669 

16,939 

13,217 

13,675 

79.3 

80.7 

11,459 

11,993 

1,758 

1,678 

13.3 

12.3 

2,440 

2,420 

1,660 

1,635 

68.0 

67.6 

1,183 

1,191 

476 

444 

28.7 

27.2 

1,112 

1,213 

762 

837 

68.5 

69.0 

604 

703 

155 

132 

20.3 

15.8 

4,824 

4,981 

2,969 

3,228 

61.5 

64.8 

2,219 

2,433 

750 

795 

25.3 

24.6 

3,742 

3,995 

2,382 

2,687 

63.7 

67.3 

1,840 

2,088 

542 

599 

22.8 

22.3 

993 

912 

533 

496 

53.7 

54.4 

330 

312 

203 

184 

38.1 

37.1 

573 

645 

314 

394 

54.8 

61.1 

238 

308 

76 

86 

24.2 

21.8 

10,366 

10,323 

8,379 

8,408 

80.8 

81.4 

7,238 

7,390 

1,141 

1,018 

13.6 

12.1 

9,124 

9,044 

7,417 

7,481 

81.3 

82.7 

6,508 

6,674 

909 

807 

12.3 

10.8 

1,116 

1,138 

862 

823 

77.2 

72.3 

641 

629 

221 

194 

25.6 

23.6 

418 

456 

336 

348 

80.4 

76.3 

269 

313 

67 

35 

19.9 

10.1 

2,851 

2,890 

2,465 

2,505 

86.5 

86.7 

2,207 

2,256 

258 

249 

10.5 

9.9 

2,527 

2,548 

2,209 

2,220 

87.4 

87.1 

2,003 

2,037 

206 

183 

9.3 

8.2 

262 

281 

199 

232 

75.9 

82.6 

152 

169 

47 

63 

23.6 

27.2 

103 

96 

94 

83 

91.2 

86.5 

82 

71 

12 

12 

12.8 

14.5 

1,373 

1,480 

1,290 

1,406 

94.0 

95.0 

1,183 

1,306 

107 

100 

8.3 

7.1 

1,275 

1,353 

1,208 

1,290 

94.7 

95.3 

1,107 

1,198 

101 

92 

8.4 

7.1 

71 

89 

62 

83 

1/ 

92.3 

57 

80 

5 

3 

1/ 

3.6 

18 

16 

17 

11 

1/ 

1/ 

15 

11 

2 

— 

1/ 

— 

Number 


Percent  of 


Total,  16  to  24  years  old- 
Enrolled  in  school - 


16  to  19  years - 

20  to  24  years - 

Women - 


White - 

Black - 

Spanish  origin- 


Elementary  and  high  school - 

Women - 


White - 

Black - 

Spanish  origin- 


College- 
Men - 


Full  time- 
Part  time- 


Women - 


Full  time- 
Part  time- 


White — 
Black - 


Spanish  origin — 


Not  enrolled  in  school- 


16  to  19  years- 
20  to  24  years- 


Men - 

Women- 


White - 

Black - 

Spanish  origin — 

School  dropouts- 


White - 

Black - 

Spanish  origin- 


High  school  graduates,  no 
college - 


White- 

Black- 


Spanish  origin - 

College,  1  to  3  years- 


White- 
Black- 
Spanish  origin- 


College  graduates- 

White - 

Black - 


Spanish  origin- 


1/  Percent  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  75,000. 


Table  2.  Employment  status  of  persons  of  Spanish  origin  16  to  24  years  old,  by  school 
enrollment  status,  educational  attainment,  and  sex,  October  1976 


Characteristics 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian  labor  force 

Not  in 

labor 

force 

Total 

Percent 

of 

population 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Total 

Percent  of 
labor  force 

Total,  16  to  24  years- 

2,059 

1,160 

56.3 

954 

20? 

17.4 

900 

Mexican - 

1,262 

757 

60.0 

618 

136 

17.8 

507 

Puerto  Rican - 

281 

120 

42.7 

85 

33 

27.5 

161 

Other  Spanish  origin - 

516 

283 

54.8 

251 

33 

11.7 

233 

Enrolled  in  school - 

846 

323 

38.2 

251 

70 

21.7 

523 

Men - 

426 

182 

42.7 

141 

42 

23.1 

245 

Women - 

418 

140 

33.5 

in 

27 

19.3 

278 

Elementary  or  high 

school - 

522 

149 

28.5 

108 

41 

27.5 

374 

College - 

323 

174 

53.9 

144 

30 

17.2 

149 

Mexican - 

437 

187 

42.8 

146 

41 

21.9 

252 

Puerto  Rican - 

121 

30 

24.8 

20 

10 

1/ 

90 

Other  Spanish  origin - 

286 

105 

36.7 

87 

18 

17.1 

181 

Not  enrolled  in  school - 

1,213 

837 

69.0 

703 

132 

15.8 

377 

Men - 

517 

465 

89.9 

396 

70 

15.0 

52 

Women - 

697 

371 

53.2 

308 

63 

17.0 

326 

Less  than  4  years  high 

school - 

645 

394 

61.1 

308 

86 

21.8 

252 

High  school,  4  years 

or  more - 

568 

442 

77.8 

395 

47 

10.6 

126 

Mexican - 

825 

571 

69.2 

474 

94 

16.5 

254 

Puerto  Rican - 

159 

90 

56.6 

66 

24 

26.7 

70 

Other  Spanish  origin - 

230 

175 

76.1 

163 

_ 

15 

8.6 

55 

1/  Percent  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  75,000 


Table  3.  School  enrollment  and  labor  force  status  of  1976  high  school  graduates  and  1975-76 
school  dropouts ,  1/  by  sex  and  race ,  October  1976 


(Numbers  in  thousands)  _  _ _ 

Civilian  Civilian  labor  force  Not  in 

Characteristics  noninsti-  Percent  j  Unemployed  , 

tutional  Number  of  Employed  Number i Percent  °f 

population_ population_ j  labor  force  f°rce 


Total  1976  high  school 


graduates - 

2,987 

1,860 

62.3 

1,536 

324 

17.4 

1,127 

Men - 

1,450 

982 

67.7 

823 

159 

16.2 

468 

Women - 

1,537 

878 

57.I 

713 

165 

18.8 

659 

White - 

2,638 

1,686 

63.9 

1,441 

245 

14.5 

952 

Black - 

295 

153 

51.9 

83 

70 

45.8 

142 

Spanish  origin - 

152 

101 

66.4 

87 

14 

13.9 

52 

Enrolled  in  college - 

1,458 

575 

39.4 

483 

92  ! 

16.0 

883 

Men - 

685 

284 

41.5 

242 

42  1 

14.8 

401 

Full  time - 

650 

259 

39.8 

217 

42 

16.2 

391 

Part  time - 

35 

25 

2/ 

25 

—  : 

-- 

10 

White - 

605 

260 

43.0 

224 

36 

13.8 

345 

Black - 

65 

19 

2/ 

13 

6 

2/ 

46 

Spanish  origin - 

41 

22 

7/ 

22 

— 

— 

19 

Women - 

773 

291 

37.6 

241 

50 

17.2 

482 

Full  time - 

722 

252 

34.9 

207 

45 

17.9 

470 

Part  time - 

51 

39 

2/ 

34 

5 

2/ 

12 

White - 

686 

269 

39.2 

235 

34 

12.6 

417 

Black - 

69 

17 

2/ 

7 

10 

2/ 

52 

Spanish  origin - 

39 

22 

7/ 

15 

7 

7/ 

17 

Not  enrolled  in  college - 

1,529 

1,285 

84.0 

1,053 

232 

18.1 

244 

Men - 

765 

698 

91.2 

581 

117 

16.8 

67 

Women - 

764 

587 

76.8 

472 

115  | 

19.6 

177 

Single - 

615 

498 

81.0 

400 

98 

19.7 

117 

Married  and  other 

j 

marital  status  3/ - 

149 

89 

59.7 

72 

17 

19.1 

60 

White - 

1,347 

1,157 

85.9 

982 

175 

15.1 

190 

Black - 

161 

117 

72.7 

63 

54 

46.2 

44 

Spanish  origin - 

72 

57 

1 

2/ 

50 

7  : 

2/ 

16 

Total  1975-76  school 

dropouts  4/ - 

737 

463 

62.8 

320 

143  | 

30.9 

274 

Men - 

416 

322 

77.4 

231 

91 

28.3 

94 

Women - 

321 

141 

43.9 

89 

52 

36.9 

180 

Single - 

212 

100 

47.2 

63 

37 

37.0 

|  112 

Married  and  other 

i 

■ 

marital  status  3/ - 

109 

40 

36.7 

26 

14 

2/ 

!  69 

White - 

602 

404 

67.1 

293 

111 

27.5 

198 

Black - - - 

130 

65 

50.0 

28 

37  ! 

2/ 

66 

Spanish  origin - 

96 

61 

63.5 

44 

I7  ! 

1/ 

36 

1/  16  to  24  years  old. 

2/  Percent  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  75,000. 

T/  Includes  widowed,  divorced,  and  separated  women. 

4/  Persons  who  dropped  out  of  school  between  October  1975  and  October  1976.  In  addition 
98,000  persons  14  and  15  years  old  dropped  out  of  school. 
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1984  SUMMER  YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  SITUATION  IMPROVES 


Nearly  3.5  million  young  people  aged  16-to-21  years  entered  the  job  market  between  April  and 
July  of  1984,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  reported  today  in 
its  annual  report  on  the  summer  employment  situation  of  youth.  The  number  of  young  people 
employed  in  July  was  14.0  million — more  than  in  either  1982  or  1983.  There  were  2.6  million 
unemployed  youth,  the  lowest  level  since  1979.  (  As  indicated  in  the  explanatory  note  on  page 
2,  all  data  in  this  release  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 

Labor  Force 


The  youth  labor  force  increases  sharply  each  summer,  as  students  and  graduates  begin 
searching  for,  and  in  most  cases  securing,  temporary  or  permanent  employment.  This  summer,  the 
youth  labor  force  increased  by  3.5  million.  This  compares  with  an  advance  of  3.8  million 
between  April  and  July  of  last  year  and  gains  of  3.3  and  3.1  million  in  the  summers  of  1982  and 
1981,  respectively.  The  youth  labor  force  totaled  16.6  million  this  July,  slightly  less  than 
the  16.9  million  in  July  1983.  Because  the  baby-boom  generation  has  moved  into  the  adult  ages, 
the  youth  population  and  labor  force  has  declined  each  year  since  1979.  The  over-the-year 
decline  in  youth  population  this  year  was  615,000,  while  the  decline  in  the  youth  labor  force 
was  345,000.  (See  tables  1  and  2.) 

Employment 

The  summertime  expansion  in  youth  employment  totaled  3.1  million.  At  14.0  million  in  July, 
the  number  of  employed  youth  was  200,000  higher  than  in  1983.  Given  the  declining  youth 
population,  the  improved  youth  employment  situation  can  be  seen  more  clearly  from  the 
employment-population  ratio.  The  youth  employment-population  ratio  this  July,  at  61.7  percent, 
was  2.5  points  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  was  near  the  July  1979  high  of  62.5  percent.  Although 
the  employment-population  ratios  for  both  white  and  black  youth  have  improved  over  the  year,  the 
ratio  for  white  youth  in  July,  at  66.3  percent,  was  considerably  higher  than  that  for  black 
youth,  38.4  percent.  (See  table  2.) 

There  was  a  half  million  gain  over  the  year  in  the  number  of  young  people  who  were  private 
wage  and  salary  workers,  which  more  than  made  up  for  employment  declines  in  agriculture  and 
government  (Federal,  State,  or  local).  Black  youth  had  a  proportionately  greater  increase  in 
private  sector  jobs  than  whites  but  were  still  considerably  more  likely  to  be  employed  by 
governments.  Government  jobs  accounted  for  17  percent  of  total  black  youth  employment  this 
July,  down  from  the  20-25  percent  range  of  recent  summers.  (See  table  3.) 
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Unemployment 

There  were  half  a  million  fewer  unemployed  youth  16  to  21  years  of  age  this  summer  than 
last.  The  youth  unemployment  rate  was  15.4  percent  in  July  1984,  substantially  lower  than  the 
18.3  percent  rate  of  July  1983.  Reflecting  the  overall  improvement  in  the  economy,  1984  marked 
the  second  year  of  decline  in  the  unemployment  rate  from  the  1982  high  of  19.7  percent.  Though 
both  blacks  and  whites  shared  in  the  unemployment  reductions  over  the  course  of  the  recovery, 
the  unemployment  rate  for  black  youth  remains  considerably  higher  than  for  white  youth.  For  all 
demographic  groups,  the  1984  declines  in  unemployment  rates  were  about  twice  as  large  as  the 
year  before.  (See  table  2.) 

Explanatory  Note 

These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the  Current 
Population  Survey,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  about  60,000  households 
conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics.  The  data  relate  to  the  week  containing  the  12th  day  of  the 
specified  month.  None  of  the  data  presented  in  this  analysis  are 
adjusted  for  seasonality.  In  addition  to  providing  an  analysis  of  this 
summer's  youth  employment  situation  compared  with  that  of  recent  years, 
this  release  also  includes  data  on  the  influx  of  youth  into  the  labor 
market  between  the  spring  and  summer  (table  1).  The  April-July  period 
is  used  as  the  most  representative  time  frame  to  measure  the  full 
summertime  transition  from  school  to  work.  July  comparisons  are 
preferable  for  analytical  purposes  since  it  is  traditionally  the  peak 
month  of  youth  employment.  In  addition,  July  data,  unlike  those  for 
June  and  August,  are  not  affected  by  differences  in  the  timing  of  school 
closings  and  reopenings  throughout  the  country. 
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(Xunb.rs  In  thousands.  D.t.  are  not  aansonally  adjusted. ) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aprll-July  changes 

Number 

Percent 

TOTAL 

Civilian  nonlnstitutlonal  population . 

22,746 

22,694 

Civilian  labor  force . 

-164 

-0.7 

Participation  rate . 

59.3 

16,553 

3,461 

26.4 

Employed . 

10  901 

72.9 

15.6 

27.2 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

47.7 

57.6 

13,998 

3,097 

28.4 

Unemployed . 

61.7 

14.0 

29.4 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

2,020 

783 

2,555 

364 

16.6 

455 

32.8 

7 

-90 

-11.2 

9  766 

17.6 

15.4 

-1.3 

-7.8 

Men 

6,836 

6,141 

-3,625 

-37.1 

11,353 

11,297 

11,273 

Civilian  labor  force . 

-80 

-.7 

75.0 

8,763 

1,905 

27.8 

Employed . 

5  676 

17.3 

28.6 

50.0 

62.2 

7,373 

1,697 

29.9 

65.4 

15.4 

30.8 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,065 

384 

1,391 

208 

17.6 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

235 

29.8 

. .  . 

367 

-26 

-6.6 

'  1 ' 95 

17.1 

-1.3 

-7.6 

Women 

2,510 

-1,985 

-44.2 

Civilian  nonlnstitutlonal  population . 

11,505 

11,421 

-84 

Civilian  labor  force . 

-.7 

0,365 

1,556 

25 

68.2 

25.8 

45.4 

6 ,626 
58.0 

1,400 

26.8 

12.6 

27.8 

600 

777 

1,165 

820 

344 

157 

15.6 

inn 

36.7 

7  A 

64 

-15.7 

5,271 

5  111 

3,631 

-1.3 

-8.0 

White 

-31.1 

18,907 

1«  BAG 

-145 

1  77P 

10  131 

1 1 7 708 

12,442 

66.3 

1,752 

52.0 

53.7 

62.3 

2,607 

14.3 

26.5 

968 

1  177 

160 

283 

1  * 

14  0 

1/7 

12.3 

7  070 

Black 

r070 

Civilian  nonlnstitutlonal  population . 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

Participation  rate . 

Employed . 

Employment-population  ratio  1/..... . 

Unemployed . 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

Unemployment  rate..... . . . 

Not  in  labor  force . 

3,288 

1,395 

42.4 

841 

25.6 

554 

396 

158 

39.7 
1,893 

3,282 

1,456 

44.4 

912 

27.8 

543 

416 

128 

37.3 

1,826 

3,276 

1,796 

54.8 
1,106 

33.8 

690 

528 

162 

38.4 

1,480 

3,272 

1,987 

60.7 
1,256 

38.4 

731 

551 

181 

36.8 
1,285 

-16 

592 

18.3 

415 

12.8 

177 

155 

23 

-2.9 

-608 

-.5 

42.4 

43.2 

49.3 

50.0 

31.9 

39.1 

14.6 

-7.3 

-32.1 

If  Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  nonlnstitutlonal  population. 


Tabla  2.  Employment  status  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  21  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  July  1979-84 
(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

TOTAL 

23,976 

23,311 

22,694 

16,553 

72.9 

13,998 

61.7 

2,555 

18,429 

72.5 

2,834 

6,421 

6,494 

6,875 

6,881 

6,414 

6,141 

Men 

11,574 

76.0 

78.4 

77.7 

8,254 

8,036 

62.7 

7,204 

7,366 

7,373 

57.7 

63.6 

65.4 

1,704 

1,391 

1,431 

1,310 

1,024 

378 

394 

367 

15.5 

20.1 

18.8 

15.9 

2,286 

2,385 

2,661 

2,844 

2,504 

2,510 

Women 

12,448 

12,119 

11,737 

11,421 

8,234 

8,082 

7,828 

7,790 

66.2 

66.7 

66.7 

68.2 

6,880 

6,523 

6,435 

6,626 

56.4 

55.0 

53.5 

54.8 

58.0 

1,351 

1.355 

1,559 

1,392 

1,165 

978 

1,082 

989 

820 

350 

376 

477 

403 

344 

14.2 

15.9 

16.5 

19.3 

17.8 

14.9 

4,110 

4,213 

4,037 

3,909 

3,631 

White 

20,911 

20,569 

19,984 

19,325 

18,762 

15,957 

15,417 

14,739 

14,528 

14,194 

76.9 

76.3 

75.0 

73.8 

75.2 

75.7 

14,343 

12,727 

13,360 

12,249 

12,310 

12,442 

^  J  r  n  nn  r  r  1  r»  |  / 

64.0 

63.3 

59.7 

63.7 

66.3 

U  loy  A  *  *  “ 

1,842 

2,230 

2,057 

2,490 

2,218 

1 ,752 

1,704 

1,517 

1,828 

1,606 

1 ,251 

526 

540 

662 

613 

501 

11 

11.4 

14.0 

13.3 

16.9 

15.3 

12.3 

JJ  r  ^  i  K  I  f  r-  , 

4,856 

4,954 

5,152 

5,2*5 

4,797 

4,568 

Black 

3,391 

3,394 

3,353 

3,323 

3,272 

huuiii*  ^  P  P 

2,026 

60.4 

2,096 

1,949 

1,946 

1  ,985 

1,987 

CAVli  P  H  i  f( 

61.8 

57.4 

58.1 

59.7 

60.7 

*  .  1  ** 

1,396 

1,347 

1,234 

1,164 

1,206 

1,256 

_  .  1*^1 nn  f, r i n  1 / 

40.0 

38.0 

34.8 

33.3 

36.3 

38.4 

Un  1^  ^  _ 

631 

749 

716 

783 

779 

731 

489 

571 

586 

623 

632 

551 

145 

180 

129 

160 

147 

181 

Loo  ing  ^ 

31.1 

35.7 

36.7 

40.2 

39.3 

36.8 

1%  ^  f 

1,329 

1,295 

1,445 

1,406 

1,338 

1,285 

1/  Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  nonlnstitutlonal  population. 
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Table  3.  Employed  civilians  16  to  21  years  of  age  by  industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race,  July  1979-84 
(In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

TOTAL 

Total  employed . 

16,087 

15,413 

14,916 

13,727 

13,801 

13,998 

Agriculture . 

825 

863 

824 

862 

860 

795 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

15,245 

14,532 

14,092 

12,866 

12,941 

13,203 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

13,495 

12,779 

12,534 

11,383 

11,436 

11,937 

Private  household  workers . 

440 

405 

480 

487 

522 

446 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

13,053 

12,374 

12,053 

10,895 

10,914 

11,491 

Government  workers . 

1,442 

1 ,500 

1,268 

1 ,210 

1,265 

1,000 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

324 

271 

290 

273 

240 

266 

White 

Total  employed . 

14,343 

13,727 

13,360 

12,249 

12,310 

12,442 

Agriculture . . . 

742 

805 

774 

808 

786 

741 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

13,602 

12,921 

12,585 

11,441 

11,524 

11,701 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

12,248 

11,597 

11,394 

10,261 

10,341 

10,719 

Private  household  workers . 

408 

375 

446 

448 

466 

416 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

11,839 

11,221 

10,948 

9,812 

9,875 

10,303 

Government  workers . . . . . 

1,047 

1,093 

920 

927 

956 

736 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

307 

233 

271 

253 

228 

246 

Black  and  other  1/ 

Total  employed . 

1 ,727 

1,666 

1 ,556 

1,479 

1,491 

1,556 

Agriculture . 

82 

58 

50 

54 

74 

55 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

1 ,645 

1 ,610 

1,506 

1,425 

1,417 

1,501 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

1,246 

1,182 

1,139 

1,121 

1,096 

1 ,218 

Private  household  workers . 

33 

30 

34 

39 

57 

30 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

1,215 

1,153 

1,106 

1,083 

1,039 

1,188 

Government  workers . 

395 

407 

348 

283 

310 

264 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

20 

39 

19 

20 

12 

19 

1/  Data  are  not  available  for  black  (only)  workers. 
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1985  SUMMER  YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  SITUATION 

More  than  3.6  million  young  people  aged  16-to-24  years  entered  the 
labor  force  between  April  and  July  of  this  year,  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  reported  today  in  its  annual 
report  on  the  youth  employment  situation  for  the  summer.  This  increase  was 
less  than  in  the  previous  two  summers.  The  July  youth  labor  force  and 
employment  levels  were  both  about  600,000  below  last  July's,  largely  due  to 
a  reduction  in  the  youth  population.  The  number  of  unemployed,  3.6 
million,  was  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

Labor  Force 


The  16-to-24  year-old  labor  force  expands  sharply  between  April  and 
July  of  each  year,  as  students  and  graduates  look  for  and  acquire  temporary 
or  permanent  jobs.  This  summer,  the  youth  labor  force  increased  by  more 
than  3.6  million,  which  was  smaller  than  advances  of  3.9  and  4.2  million, 
respectively,  in  the  summers  of  1984  and  1983. 

The  youth  labor  force  totaled  26.4  million  this  July,  about  600,000 
less  than  in  July  1984  and  almost  2  million  less  than  the  July  1980  peak. 
These  declines  largely  reflect  a  reduction  in  the  16-to-24  year-old 
population.  (See  tables  1  and  2.) 

Labor  force  participation  rates  have  shown  a  strong  cyclical  pattern  in 
recent  years,  declining  in  the  recession  year  between  July  of  1981  and 
1982,  increasing  during  the  next  2  recovery  years,  and  holding  at  about  the 
same  high  level  this  year  as  last.  (See  table  2.) 

Employment 

Youth  employment  increased  by  2.9  million  between  April  and  July  of 
1985  to  22.8  million.  As  with  the  labor  force,  the  increase  this  summer 
was  smaller  than  advances  in  the  preceding  two  summers.  All  of  the 
over-the-year  decline  in  employment  occurred  among  whites,  as  employment 
for  black  youth  held  steady  despite  a  drop  in  their  population.  (See  table 
2.) 
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The  youth  employment-population  ratio  was  65.9  percent  in  July,  about 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier.  The  employment-population  ratio  for  black 
youth  increased  slightly  over  the  year  to  46  percent,  but  remained  well 
below  the  70-percent  rate  for  white  youth. 

Employment  distributions  according  to  class-of-worker  categories — wage 
and  salary  jobs,  self-employment,  etc. — were  not  much  different  in  1985 
than  in  prior  years.  Black  youth  continued  to  be  twice  as  likely  as  whites 
to  work  in  government  jobs.  (See  table  3.) 

Unemployment 

At  3.6  million  this  July,  the  number  of  unemployed  16-to-24  year-olds 
was  about  the  same  as  the  year  before,  and  the  unemployment  rate  of  13.7 
percent  was  not  much  different  from  the  13.4  percent  of  a  year  earlier. 
This  relative  stability  followed  a  4-percentage  point  decline  in  the 
unemployment  rate  between  July  1982  and  July  1984.  The  black  youth 
unemployment  rate  declined  by  5.6  points  to  30.3  percent  in  the  3  years 
between  July  1982  and  July  1985  but  was  still  almost  triple  the  rate  for 
white  youth.  (See  table  2.) 


Explanatory  Note 


These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  59,500  households  conducted  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  The  data  relate 
to  the  week  containing  the  12th  day  of  the  specified  month.  None  of  the 
data  presented  in  this  analysis  are  adjusted  for  seasonality.  In  addition 
to  providing  an  analysis  of  this  summer's  youth  employment  situation 
compared  with  that  of  recent  years,  this  release  also  includes  data  on  the 
influx  of  youth  into  the  labor  market  between  the  spring  and  summer  (table 
1).  The  April-July  period  is  used  as  the  most  representative  time  frame  to 
measure  the  full  summertime  transition  from  school  to  work.  July 
comparisons  are  preferable  for  analytical  purposes  since  it  is 
traditionally  the  peak  mqnth  of  youth  employment.  In  addition,  July  data, 
unlike  those  for  June  and  August,  are  not  affected  by  differences  in  the 
timing  of  school  closings  and  reopenings  throughout  the  country. 


i 


o 


Q. 

6 

W 


CsJ 


X> 

to 

H 


c 

o 


V) 

c 


CL 

£ 

<U 


m 

oo 

O' 


•H 

3 


I 


O 


<V 


X3 

to 


U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington,  D.C.  20212 


Official  Business 

Penalty  for  private  use,  $300 


FIRST  CLASS  MAIL 

U.S.  Postage  Paid 
Permit  No.  G-59 


61820LI3RN504EAA  J365  1 

MARGARET  CHAPLAN  LIBRN 
INST  OF  LAB  G  IND  RfcL/U  IL 
504  E  ARMORY 

CHAMPAIGN  IL  61820 


1/  Data  are  not  available  tor  blacK  t,omy;  worKers 


Table  3.  Eaployed  civilians  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race,  July  1981-85 
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FEWER  YOUTHS  WERE  UNEMPLOYED  IN  JULY  1987 
THAN  A  YEAR  EARLIER 

Although  the  youth  population  has  been  declining,  the  number  of 
youths  with  jobs  in  July  1987 — the  peak  month  for  summer  employment — was 
about  as  high  as  a  year  earlier,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor  reported  today.  About  22.6  million  16-to-24 
year-olds  had  jobs  in  July,  while  the  number  unemployed  was  3.0  million, 
about  400,000  fewer  than  a  year  earlier.  The  youth  unemployment  rate,  at 
11.7  percent,  was  down  1.3  percentage  points  from  a  year  earlier. 

Labor  Force 


Each  year,  the  number  of  16-to-24  year-olds  in  the  labor  force 
increases  sharply  from  April  to  July  as  large  numbers  of  students  and 
graduates  enter  the  labor  force  in  search  of  temporary  or  permanent  jobs. 
For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  youth  labor  force  increased  by  3.5 
million  from  April  to  July,  reaching  a  total  of- 25.6  million.  (See  table 
1.) 


From  July  1986  to  July  1987,  the  16-to-24  year-old  population 
declined  by  440,000,  accounting  for  a  large  portion  of  an  over-the-year 
decrease  of  470,000  in  the  youth  labor  force. 

The  proportion  of  the  youth  population  in  the  labor  force  (the  labor 
force  participation  rate)  was  76.3  percent,  slightly  less  than  last 
July's  level.  Labor  force  participation  rates  decreased  for  male  youths 
and  rose  for  female  youths,  whose  participation  rate  was  71.3  percent, 
the  highest  recorded.  The  participation  rate  for  black  youths,  after 
increasing  by  almost  2  percentage  points  between  July  1985  and  1986, 
dropped  this  July  to  65.7  percent,  the  lowest  rate  since  1983. 

Employment 


The  number  of  employed  youths  rose  by  3.2  million  between  April  and 
July  of  1987  to  22.6  million,  about  as  high  as  a  year  earlier.  The 
number  of  employed  female  and  black  youths  in  July  1987  was  higher  than  a 
year  earlier,  while  the  number  of  employed  white  and  male  youths  was 
lower.  (See  tables  1  and  2.) 

The  proportion  of  the  youth  population  employed  (the  employment- 
population  ratio),  at  67.3  percent,  was  0.6  percentage  point  higher  than 
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last  July's  level.  Employment-population  ratios  increased  for  female 
youths  and  were  unchanged  for  male  youths.  The  proportion  of  black 
youths  employed,  at  49.2  percent,  was  up  1.3  percentage  points  from  the 
July  1986  level,  but  remained  almost  22  percentage  points  below  that  for 
whites.  Black  youths  were  more  likely  than  whites  to  be  working  in 
government  and  less  likely  to  be  in  agriculture  or  self  employment.  (See 
table  3.) 

Unemployment 

The  number  of  unemployed  youths  was  3.0  million  in  July  1987,  about 
380,000  fewer  than  in  July  1986.  The  youth  unemployment  rate,  at  11.7 
percent,  was  down  1.3  percentage  points  from  a  year  earlier  and  was  the 
lowest  July  rate  since  1979.  Unemployment  rates  for  male  youths  (11.5 
percent),  female  youths  (12.0  percent),  whites  (9.7  percent),  and  blacks 
(25.2  percent)  were  lower  than  in  July  1986.  The  unemployment  rate  for 
black  youths,  though  still  more  than  twice  that  of  white  youths,  was  down 
4.4  percentage  points  from  last  July.  (See  table  2.) 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 

These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the  Current 
Population  Survey,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  59,500  households  conducted 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  The  data 
relate  to  the  week  containing  the  12th  day  of  the  specified  month.  None 
of  the  data  presented  in  this  analysis  are  adjusted  for  seasonality.  In 
addition  to  providing  an  analysis  of^  this  summer's  youth  employment 
situation  compared  with  that  of  recent  years,  this  release  also  includes 
data  on  the  influx  of  youths  into  the  labor  market  between  the  spring  and 
summer  (table  1).  The  April-July  period  is  used  as  the  most 
representative  time  frame  to  measure  the  full  summertime  transition  from 
school  to  work.  July  comparisons  are  preferable  for  analytical  purposes 
since  it  is  traditionally  the  peak  month  of  youth  employment.  In 
addition,  July  data,  unlike  those  for  June  and  August,  are  not  affected 
by  differences  in  the  timing  of  school  closings  and  reopenings  throughout 
the  country. 


Table  1.  Employment  status  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  Aprll-July  1987 
(Numbers  In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aprll-July  changes 

Numbe  r 

Percent 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population........ . 

33,684 

33,643 

33,625 

33,593 

-91 

-0.3 

Civilian  labor  force. . 

22,091 

22,771 

24,671 

25,615 

3,524 

16. n 

Participation  rate . . . . 

65.6 

67.7 

73.4 

76.3 

10.7 

16.3 

Employed. . . . 

19,397 

19,872 

21,326 

22,609 

3,212 

16.6 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . . 

57.6 

59.1 

63.4 

67.3 

9.7 

16.8 

Unemployed . . .  .  . . 

2,694 

2,898 

3,345 

3,006 

312 

11.6 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,756 

2,044 

2,535 

2,262 

506 

28.8 

Looking  for  part-time  work... . 

938 

854 

810 

744 

-194 

-20.7 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

12.2 

12.7 

13.6 

11.7 

-.5 

-4.1 

Not  in  labor  force.................. . . 

11,593 

10,872 

8,954 

7,977 

-3,616 

-31.2 

Men 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population..... . . 

16,589 

16,559 

16,556 

16,555 

-34 

-.2 

Civilian  labor  force . . . . 

11,511 

11,896 

12,923 

13,470 

1,959 

17.0 

Participation  rate . . . 

69.4 

71.8 

78.1 

81.4 

12.0 

17.3 

Employed. . ................................... 

10,026 

10,329 

11,188 

11,919 

1,893 

18.9 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

60.4 

62.4 

67.6 

72.0 

11.6 

19.2 

Unemployed . . .T . . 

1,485 

1,566 

1,735 

1,552 

67 

4.5 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,043 

1,134 

1,388 

1,228 

185 

17.7 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

441 

432 

347 

323 

-118 

-26.8 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

12.9 

13.2 

13.4 

11.5 

-1.4 

-10.9 

riot  in  labor  force . . 

5,078 

4,663 

3,633 

3,085 

-1,193 

-39.2 

Women 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population... . 

17,094 

17,085 

17,069 

17,037 

-57 

-.3 

Civilian  labor  force . 

10,579 

10,875 

11,748 

1-2,144 

1,565 

14.8 

Participation  rate . . . 

61.9 

63.7 

68.8 

71.3 

9.4 

15.2 

Employed . . . 

9,370 

9,543 

10,138 

10,690 

1,320 

14.1 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

54.8 

55.9 

59.4 

62.7 

7.9 

14.4 

Unemployed . . .  .7. . . 

1,210 

1,332 

1,610 

1,454 

244 

20.2 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

712 

910 

1,147 

1,034 

322 

45.2 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

497 

422 

464 

420 

-77 

-15.5 

Unemployment  rate . 

11.4 

12.2 

13.7 

12.0 

.6 

5.3 

Not  in  labor  force...... . . . . 

6,515 

6,209 

5,321 

4,894 

-1,621 

-24.9 

White 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population . 

27,875 

27,836 

27,796 

27,752 

-123 

-4 

Civilian  labor  force . . 

19,030 

19,622 

21,151 

21,818 

2,788 

14.7 

Participation  rate . . . 

68.3 

70.5 

76.1 

78.6 

10.3 

15.1 

Employed . 

17,099 

17,512 

18,762 

19,694 

2,595 

15.2 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

61.3 

62.9 

67.5 

71.0 

9.7 

15.8 

Unemployed . . . 

1,930 

2,111 

2,389 

2,123 

193 

10.0 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

1,224 

1,457 

1,808 

1,584 

360 

29.4 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

705 

653 

580 

539 

-166 

-23.5 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

10. 1 

10.8 

11.3 

9.7 

-.4 

-4.0 

Noi.  In  labor  force . . . 

8,845 

8,213 

6,645 

5,935 

-2,910 

-32.9 

Black 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population . 

4,749 

4,748 

4,747 

4,745 

-4 

-.  1 

Civil.' an  labor  force . 

2,516 

2,614 

2,907 

3,119 

6:i3 

24.0 

Participation  rate . 

53.0 

55.1 

61.2 

65.7 

12.7 

24.0 

Emoloved . 

1,819 

1,894 

2,038 

2,333 

514 

28.3 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

38.3 

39.9 

42.9 

49.2 

10.9 

28.5 

Unemployed . . . 

697 

720 

869 

787 

90 

12.9 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

490 

544 

668 

616 

126 

25.7 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

208 

176 

201 

170 

-38 

-18.3 

Unemployment  rate . . 

27.7 

27.5 

29.9 

25.2 

-2.5 

-9.0 

Not  in  labor  force. ........................... . 

2,233 

2,134 

1,839 

l  ,626 

-607 

-27.2 

1/ 


ClvlU^fjj).  enpli^pnen t 


as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  noninstltutional  population. 


Table  2.  Employment  statue  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  July  1983-87 
(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

1983 

1984 

1S85 

1986 

1987 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . . 

36,066 

35,385 

34,573 

34,030 

33,593 

Civilian  labor  force. . . 

27,257 

27,004 

26,432 

26,088 

25,615 

Participation  rate . . 

75.6 

76.3 

76.5 

76.7 

76.3 

Employed . . . 

22,831 

23,392 

22,799 

22,699 

22,609 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . . 

63.3 

66.1 

65.9 

66.7 

67.3 

Unemployed . 

4,426 

3,612 

3,633 

3,390 

3,006 

Looking  for  full-time  work.. . . . 

3,518 

2,816 

2,797 

2,550 

2,262 

Looking  for  part-time  work... . . 

908 

796 

837 

840 

744 

Unemployment  rate...... . . 

16.2 

13.4 

13.7 

13.0 

11.7 

Not  in  labor  force . . 

8,809 

8,380 

8,141 

7,940 

7,977 

Men 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

17,798 

17,476 

17,027 

16,779 

16,555 

Civilian  labor  force...... . . 

14,764 

14,418 

14,091 

13,902 

13,470 

Participation  rate........ . . 

83.0 

82.5 

82.8 

82.9 

81.4 

12,268 

12,461 

12,129 

12,088 

11,919 

Employment-population  ratio  1/. .......... 

68,9 

71.3 

71.2 

72.0 

72.0 

Unemployed . . . . 

2,495 

1,957 

1,962 

1,814 

1,552 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . . 

2,053 

1,554 

1,590 

1,426 

1,228 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . 

443 

404 

372 

389 

323 

Unemployment  rate. . . . 

16.9 

13.6 

13.9 

13.0 

11.5 

Not  in  labor  force . . 

3,034 

3,057 

2,935 

2,877 

3,085 

Women 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

18,268 

17,909 

17,547 

17,250 

17,037 

Civilian  labor  force . 

12,493 

12,587 

12,341 

12,186 

12,144 

Participation  rate . . 

68.4 

70.3 

70.3 

70.6 

71.3 

Employed. . . . . . . 

10,564 

10,931 

10,670 

10,611 

10,690 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . . 

57.8 

61.0 

60.8 

61.5 

62.7 

Unemployed . . . . 

1,931 

1,655 

1,671 

1,576 

1,454 

Looking  for  full-time  work.. . . 

1,465 

1,263 

1,206 

1,124 

1,034 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

465 

393 

464 

452 

420 

Unemployment  rate . 

15.5 

13.1 

13.5 

12.9 

12.0 

Not  In  labor  force . 

5,775 

5,324 

5,206 

5,063 

4,894 

White 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

30,132 

29,449 

28,736 

28,204 

27,752 

Civilian  labor  force . 

23,482 

-  —  23,121 

22,598 

22,193 

21,818 

Participation  rate . 

77.9 

78.5 

78.6 

78.7 

78.6 

Employed . 

20,325 

20,673 

20,037 

19,852 

19,694 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

67.5 

70.2 

69.7 

70.4 

71.0 

Unemployed . 

3,157 

2,450 

2,561 

2,341 

2,123 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

2,459 

1 ,889 

1,923 

1,730 

1,584 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

698 

560 

638 

612 

539 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

13.4 

10.6 

11.3 

10.5 

9.7 

Not  in  labor  force . 

6,650 

6,326 

6,138 

6,011 

5,935 

Black 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

4,965 

4,943 

4,810 

4,758 

4,745 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

3,171 

3,278 

3,190 

3,240 

3,119 

Participation  rate . . . 

63.9 

66.3 

66.3 

68.1 

65.7 

Employed . . . . . 

2,041 

2,227 

2,225 

2,281 

2,333 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

41.1 

45.1 

46.3 

47.9 

49.2 

Unemployed . 

1,132 

1,051 

965 

958 

787 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

963 

850 

795 

745 

616 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

167 

200 

170 

214 

170 

Unemployment  rate . 

35.7 

32.1 

30.3 

29.6 

25.2 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,794 

1 .665 

1,620 

1,578 

1,626 

y  Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  nonlnstltutlonal  population 


Table  3.  Employed  civilians  16  Co  24  years  of  age  by  Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race,  July  1983-87 
(In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

TOTAL 

Total  employed . . . 

22,831 

23,392 

22,799 

22,699 

22,609 

Agriculture . 

1,195 

1,091 

987 

887 

889 

Nonagricultural  Industries . . . . . 

21,635 

22,300 

21,812 

21,812 

21,719 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers... . . . 

19,015 

19,934 

19,462 

19,497 

19,461 

Private  household  workers . 

621 

512 

514 

541 

523 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers...... 

18,394 

19,422 

18,948 

18,956 

18,938 

Government  workers . . . . 

2,125 

1,853 

1,880 

1,849 

1,760 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

496 

513 

470 

464 

497 

White 

Total  employed... . . . 

20,325 

20,673 

20,037 

19,852 

19,694 

■Agriculture. . . . . 

1,110 

1,013 

906 

840 

817 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

19,215 

19,660 

19,131 

19,012 

18,877 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . . 

17,123 

17,782 

17,223 

17,211 

17,091 

Private  household  workers... . . . 

548 

471 

480 

504 

484 

Ocher  private  wage  and  salary  workers...... 

16,575 

17,311 

16,743 

16,707 

16,607 

Government  workers.......... . . . 

1,629 

1,406 

1,475 

1,376 

1,335 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers...... 

463 

472 

433 

424 

450 

Black  and  other  _1_/ 

Total  employed.... . . 

2,505 

2,721 

2,762 

2,847 

2,915 

Agriculture . . . 

84 

78 

81 

47 

72 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

2,421 

2,643 

2,683 

2,800 

2,843 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

1,890 

2,153 

2,239 

2,286 

2,372 

Private  household  workers . . 

73 

42 

34 

37 

39 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers. . 

1,817 

2,111 

2,205 

2,249 

2,332 

Government  workers . . . 

498 

447 

406 

473 

425 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

33 

43 

38 

41 

45 

1/ 


Data  are  noc  available  for  black  (only)  workers 


. 


provide  your  current  mailing  address. 
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P  PROPORTION  OF  YOUTHS  WITH  JOBS  REACHES  NEW  HIGH  THIS  SUMMER 

H»! 

^  The  proportion  of  youths  with  jobs  reached  a  record  high  of  68.5 

LlJ percent  in  July,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Labor  reported  today.  The  July  unemployment  rate  for  youths — 10.9 
percent — was  down  from  11.7  percent  a  year  earlier  and  was  at  its  lowest 
level  for  July  since  1969.  All  of  the  over-the-year  Improvement  in 
joblessness  occurred  among  white  youths. 


Labor  Force 


Each  summer,  the  16-to-24  year-old  labor  force  expands  sharply,  as 
large  numbers  of  youths  enter  the  labor  market  In  search  of  summer  jobs  and 
as  high  school  and  college  graduates,  many  of  whom  did  not  participate  in 
the  labor  force  during  the  school  year,  take  or  look  for  permanent  jobs. 
This  year — between  Apr.il  and  July — the  youth  labor  force  increased  by  3.7 
million,  a  slightly  larger  seasonal  expansion  than  those  of  recent  years. 
(See  table  1.)  (None  of  the  data  presented  in  this  release  are  adjusted  for 
seasonality. ) 

The  proportion  of  youths  working  or  looking  for  work  was  at  a  record 
high  for  July  of  76.9  percent,  0.6  percentage  point  above  the  year-earlier 
figure.  Nevertheless,  because  of  the  continuing  decline  in  the  size  of  the 
youth  population,  the  actual  number  of  youths  in  the  labor  force — 25.3 
million — was  270,000  lower  than  last  year. 

Relative  to  July  of  1987,  the  labor  force  participation  rate  was 
substantially  higher  for  young  men  but  about  the  same  for  young  women.  The 
participation  rate  for  white  youths,  after  hovering  around  78.6  percent  in 
the  past  4  years,  rose  to  a  record  79.4  percent  this  summer.  In  marked 
contrast,  the  labor  force  participation  rate  for  black  youths,  which  had 
dropped  by  more  than  2  percentage  points  between  1986  and  1987,  held  steady 
at  65.7  percent  this  July.  (See  table  2.) 

Employment 


Between  April  and  July  1988,  the  number  of  employed  youths  rose  3.3 
million  to  22.6  million,  the  same  level  as  in  July  1987.  (See  table  1.) 
This  was  2.5  million  below  the  all-time  high  reached  in  July  1979,  when  the 
youth  population  was  much  larger. 
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At  68.5  percent  in  July  1988,  the  youth  employment-population  ratio 
was  1.2  percentage  points  above  the  July  1987  percentage.  The  ratio  for 
white  youths  showed  improvement  over  the  year,  while  that  for  black  youths 
was  about  unchanged.  Only  about  half  of  the  black  youths  were  employed, 
compared  with  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  white  youths. 

As  in  past  years,  the  vast  majority  of  youths  worked  in 
nonagricultural  wage  and  salary  jobs  in  the  private  sector.  Black  youths 
continued  to  be  about  twice  as  likely  as  whites  to  work  in  government  jobs. 
Their  proportion  in  these  jobs,  however — 12.6  percent  this  summer — has 
dropped  4  full  percentage  points  from  the  high  reached  2  summers  ago.  (See 
table  3.) 

Unemployment 

The  number  of  unemployed  16-to-24  year  olds  in  July  1988  was  2.8 
million,  about  250,000  less  than  last  year.  The  youth  unemployment  rate 
was  down  from  11.7  percent  in  July  1987  to  10.9  percent,  its  lowest  point 
for  any  July  since  1969.  Their  unemployment  rate  has  declined  over  each  of 
the  last  3  summers  and  was  more  than  6  percentage  points  below  the  1982 
July  high  of  17.3  percent.  (See  table  2.) 

The  unemployment  rate  for  white  youths  was  8.9  percent  in  July,  down 
from  9.7  percent  a  year  earlier.  The  rate  for  black  youths  was  unchanged 
over  the  year  at  25.3  percent — almost  three  times  higher  than  that  for 
whites . 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the  Current 
Population  Survey,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  55,800  households  conducted 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  The  data 
relate  to  the  week  containing  the  12th  day  of  the  specified  month.  None  of 
the  data  presented  in  this  analysis  are  adjusted  for  seasonality.  In 
addition  to  providing  an  analysis  of  this  summer's  youth  employment 
situation  compared  with  that  of  recent  years,  this  release  also  includes 
data  on  the  influx  of  youths  into  the  labor  market  between  the  spring  and 
summer  (table  1).  The  April-July  period  is  used  as  the  most  representative 
time  frame  to  measure  the  full  summertime  transition  from  school  to  work. 
July  comparisons  are  preferable  for  analytical  purposes  since  it  is 
traditionally  the  peak  month  of  youth  employment.  In  addition,  July  data, 
unlike  those  for  June  and  August,  are  not  affected  by  differences  in  the 
timing  of  school  closings  and  reopenings  throughout  the  country. 


Table  1.  Employment  status  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  April-July  1988 
(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

April 

May 

June 

- i 

July 

April-July  changes 

Number 

Percent 

TOTAL 

Civilian  nonlnstitutional  population . 

33,111 

33,068 

33,042 

32,974 

-137 

-0.4 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

21,605 

21,955 

24,572 

25,347 

3,742 

17.3 

Participation  rate . 

65.3 

66.4 

74.4 

76.9 

11.6 

17.8 

Employed . . . 

19,267 

19,434 

21,659 

22,587 

3,320 

17.2 

Employment-population  ratiol / . . 

58.2 

58.8 

65.5 

68.5 

10.3 

17.7 

Unemployed . 

2,338 

2,521 

2,914 

2,760 

422 

18.0 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,495 

1,737 

2,137 

1,957 

462 

30.9 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

843 

785 

777 

802 

-41 

-4.9 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

10.8 

11.5 

11.9 

10.9 

1 

.9 

Not  in  labor  force . 

11,506 

11,112 

8,469 

7,628 

-3,878 

-33.7 

Men 

Civilian  nonlnstitutional  population . 

16,298 

16,283 

16,286 

16,249 

-49 

-.3 

Civilian  labor  force.. . 

11,255 

11,610 

12,909 

13,401 

2,146 

19.1 

Participation  rate . 

69.1 

71.3 

79.3 

82.5 

13.4 

19.4 

Employed . 

10,024 

10,275 

11,410 

11,938 

1,914 

19.1 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . 

61.5 

63.1 

70.1 

73.5 

12.0 

19.5 

Unemployed . 

1,231 

1,335 

1,499 

1,464 

223 

18.9 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

862 

959 

1,149 

1,072 

210 

24.4 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

369 

375 

349 

392 

23 

6.2 

Unemployment  rate . 

10.9 

11.5 

11.6 

10.9 

0 

0 

Not  in  labor  force . 

5,044 

4,674 

3,377 

2,847 

-2,197 

-43.6 

Women 

Civilian  nonlnstitutional  population . 

16,813 

16,785 

16,756 

16,726 

-87 

-.5 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

10,350 

10,345 

11,663 

11,945 

1,595 

15.4 

Participation  rate . 

61.6 

61.6 

69.6 

71.4 

9.8 

15.9 

Employed . 

9,243 

9,160 

10,248 

10,649 

1,406 

15.2 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . . 

55.0 

54.6 

61.2 

63.7 

8.7 

15.8 

Unemployed . 

1,108 

1,186 

1,415 

1,296 

188 

17.0 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

633 

777 

987 

887 

254 

40.1 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

474 

409 

428 

409 

-65 

-13.7 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

10.7 

11.5 

12.1 

10.8 

.1 

.9 

Not  in  labor  force... . . . 

6,463 

6,439 

5,093 

4,780 

-1,683 

-26.0 

White 

Civilian  nonlnstitutional  population . 

27,260 

27,207 

27,165 

27,111 

-149 

-.5 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

18,592 

18,874 

21 ,061 

21,514 

2,922 

15.7 

Participation  rate . 

68.2 

69.4 

77.5 

79.4 

11.2 

16.4 

Employed . 

16,920 

17,104 

19,020 

19,597 

2,677 

15.8 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . 

62.1 

62.9 

70.0 

72.3 

10.2 

16.4 

Unemployed . . . 

1,672 

1,770 

2,041 

1,917 

245 

14.7 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,004 

1,228 

1,434 

1,345 

341 

34.0 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

668 

542 

606 

573 

-95 

-14.2 

Unemployment  rate . . 

9.0 

9.4 

9.7 

8.9 

-1 

-1.1 

Not  in  labor  force . 

8,667 

8,332 

6,104 

5,597 

-3,070 

-35.4 

Black 

Civilian  nonlnstitutional  population . - . 

4,717 

4,715 

4,713 

4,711 

-6 

-.1 

2,447 

2,526 

2,819 

3,096 

649 

26.5 

Participation  rate . 

51.9 

53.6 

59.8 

65.7 

13.8 

26.6 

Employed . 

1,828 

1,844 

2,039 

2,313 

485 

26.5 

Employment-population  ratioj/ . 

38.8 

39.1 

43.3 

49.1 

10.3 

26.5 

Unemployed . . 

619 

683 

779 

784 

165 

26.7 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

461 

466 

623 

575 

1 14 

24.7 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

158 

217 

157 

209 

51 

32.3 

Unemployment  rate . 

25.3 

27.0 

27.6 

25.3 

0 

0 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,270 

2,187 

1 ,895 

1 ,614 

-656 

-28.9 

T7 Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  nonlnstitutional  population. 


Table  2.  Employment  status  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  July  1984-88 
(Numbers  In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

1984 

1985 

4 

1986 

1987 

1988 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population . 

35,385 

34,573 

34,030 

33,593 

32,974 

Civilian  labor  force . 

27,004 

26,432 

26,088 

25,615 

25,347 

Participation  rate . . . 

76.3 

76.5 

76.7 

76.3 

76.9 

Employed . . . 

23,392 

22,799 

22,699 

22,609 

22,587 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . 

66.1 

65.9 

66.7 

67.3 

68.5 

Unemployed . . . . . 

3,612 

3,633 

3,390 

3,006 

2,760 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . . 

2,816 

2,797 

2,550 

2,262 

1,957 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . 

796 

837 

840 

744 

802 

Unemployment  rate . 

13.4 

13.7 

13.0 

11.7 

10.9 

Not  in  labor  force . . . . . 

8,380 

8,141 

7,940 

7,977 

7,628 

Men 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population.. . . . 

17,476 

17,027 

16,779 

16,555 

16,249 

Civilian  labor  force . 

14,418 

14,091 

13,902 

13,470 

13,401 

Participation  rate . . . . 

82.5 

82.8 

82.9 

81.4 

82.5 

Employed . . . 

12,461 

12,129 

12,088 

11,919 

11,938 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . . 

71.3 

71.2 

72.0 

72.0 

73.5 

Unemployed . . . 

1,957 

1,962 

1,814 

1,552 

1,464 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,554 

1,590 

1,426 

1,228 

1,072 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

404 

372 

389 

323 

392 

Unemployment  rate . 

13.6 

13.9 

13.0 

11.5 

10.9 

Not  in  labor  force . . 

3,057 

2,935 

2,877 

3,085 

2,847 

Women 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population...... . . . 

17,909 

17,547 

17,250 

17,037 

16,726 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

12,587 

12,341 

12,186 

12,144 

11,945 

Participation  rate . . . . . 

70.3 

70.3 

70.6 

71.3 

71.4 

Employed . . 

10,931 

10,670 

10,611 

10,690 

10,649 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . 

61.0 

60.8 

61 .5 

62.7 

63.7 

Unemployed . 

1,655 

1,671 

1,576 

1,454 

1,296 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

1,263 

1,206 

1,124 

1,034 

887 

Looking  for  part-time  work.. . . . 

393 

464 

452 

420 

409 

Unemployment  rate . 

13.1 

13.5 

12.9 

12.0 

10.8 

Not  in  labor  force . 

5,324 

5,206 

5,063 

4,894 

4,780 

White 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population.. . 

29,449 

28,736 

28,204 

27,752 

27,111 

Civilian  labor  force . 

23,121 

22,598 

22,193 

21,818 

21,514 

Participation  rate . . . 

78.5 

78.6 

78.7 

78.6 

79.4 

Employed . . . . . . . 

20,673 

20,037 

19,852 

19,694 

19,597 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . 

70.2 

69.7 

70.4 

71.0 

72.3 

Unemployed . . . . . 

2,450 

2,561 

2,341 

2,123 

1,917 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

1,889 

1,923 

1,730 

1,584 

1,345 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

560 

638 

612 

539 

573 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

10.6 

11.3 

10.5 

9.7 

8.9 

Not  in  labor  force . . 

6,326 

6,138 

6,011 

5,935 

5,597 

Black 

Civilian  noninstltutional  population . . . 

4,943 

4,810 

4,758 

4,745 

4,711 

Civilian  labor  force . . . . . 

3,278 

3,190 

3,240 

3,119 

3,096 

Participation  rate.... . . . 

66.3 

66.3 

68.1 

65.7 

65.7 

Employed . . . . . 

2,227 

2,225 

2,281 

2,333 

2,313 

Employment-population  ratiol/ . 

45.1 

46.3 

47.9 

49.2 

49.1 

Unemployed . . . . . 

1,051 

965 

958 

787 

784 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

850 

795 

745 

616 

575 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . . 

200 

170 

214 

170 

209 

Unemployment  rate . . . . 

32.1 

30.3 

29.6 

25.2 

25.3 

Not  in  labor  force . . . . . . . . . 

1,665 

1,620 

1,578 

1 ,626 

1 ,614 

T7  Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  noninstltutional  population. 


Table  3.  Employed  civilians  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race,  July  1984-88 
(In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

TOTAL 

Total  employed . 

23,392 

22,799 

22,699 

22,609 

22,587 

Agriculture . 

1 ,091 

987 

887 

889 

832 

Nonagricultural  industries . . . 

22,300 

21,812 

21,812 

21,719 

21,755 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

19,934 

19,462 

19,497 

19,461 

19,614 

Private  household  workers . 

512 

514 

541 

523 

453 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers....... 

19,422 

18,948 

18,956 

18,938 

19,161 

Government  workers . 

1,853 

1,880 

1,849 

1,760 

1,718 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

513 

470 

464 

497 

424 

White 

Total  employed . 

20,673 

20,037 

19,852 

19,694 

19,597 

Agriculture . 

1,013 

906 

840 

817 

787 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

19,660 

19,131 

19,012 

18,877 

18,810 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

17,782 

17,223 

17,211 

17,091 

17,082 

Private  household  workers... . 

471 

480 

504 

484 

400 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

17,311 

16,743 

16,707 

16,607 

16,682 

Government  workers . . . 

1,406 

1,475 

1,376 

1,335 

1,340 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

472 

433 

424 

450 

388 

Black  and  otherJ7 

Total  employed . 

2,721 

2,762 

2,847 

2,915 

2,990 

Agriculture . 

78 

81 

47 

72 

44 

Nonagricultural  industries.. . . . 

2,643 

2,683 

2,800 

2,843 

2,945 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers. . 

2,153 

2,239 

2,286 

2,372 

2,533 

Private  household  workers . 

42 

34 

37 

39 

53 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . . 

2,111 

2,205 

2,249 

2,332 

2,480 

Government  workers . 

447 

406 

473 

425 

377 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

43 

38 

41 

45 

35 

T7  Data  are  not  available  for  black  (only)  workers. 
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PROPORTION  OF  YOUTHS  EMPLOYED  THIS  SUMMER  SETS  RECORD 

For  the  second  consecutive  summer,  record  proportions  of  youths  were 
in  the  labor  force  and  employed  in  July,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  reported  today.  The  proportion  of  16-to-24 
year  olds  in  the  labor  force  in  July — the  peak  month  for  summer  work 
activity — was  77.5  percent,  and  the  proportion  actually  employed  was  69.2 
percent.  The  youth  unemployment  rate  was  10.7  percent,  about  the  same  as  a 
year  earlier.  The  July  unemployment  rates  were  lower  in  1988  and  1989  than 
at  any  time  in  the  prior  2  decades. 

Labor  Force 


Between  April  and  July  each  year,  the  number  of  16-to-24  year  olds  in 
the  labor  force  grows  rapidly,  as  large  numbers  of  high  school  and  college 
students  search  for  temporary  summer  jobs  and  recent  graduates  look  for 
permanent  employment.  This  summer,  the  youth  labor  force  expanded  by 
nearly  3.7  million  (table  1),  about  the  same  magnitude  as  last  year  and 
slightly  more  than  in  1986  and  1987.  These  seasonal  increases  have  been 
very  strong,  particularly  in  light  of  the  fact  that  the  size  of  the  youth 
population  has  been  declining. 

The  proportion  of  youths  working  or  looking  for  work — the  labor  force 
participation  rate — reached  a  record  high  of  77.5  percent  in  July, 
exceeding  the  previous  high  attained  last  summer.  However,  due  to  the 
continuous  decline  of  the  youth  population,  the  actual  number  of  young 
workers  in  the  labor  force,  25.0  million,  was  390,000  lower  than  in  July 
1988.  Over  this  1-year  period,  the  population  of  16-to-24  year  olds  fell 
by  three-quarters  of  a  million.  (See  table  2.) 

Once  again  this  summer,  as  has  been  the  case  in  most  previous  summers, 
the  labor  force  participation  rate  for  young  women  was  at  a  new  high, 
rising  to  72.4  percent  in  July.  Black  youths  also  increased  their  labor 
force  activity,  as  their  participation  rate  was  up  nearly  2.5  percentage 
points  over  the  year  to  68.1  percent,  matching  the  previous  high  set  in 
1986.  Participation  rates  for  young  men  (82.8  percent)  and  for  white 
youths  (79.6  percent)  edged  up  marginally  this  July  relative  to  the  year 
before . 


-2- 


Einpl  oyment 

Youth  employment  increased  by  3.1  million  between  April  and  July  of 
1989  to  a  level  of  22.3  million.  The  increase  was  about  in  line  with  those 
of  recent  summers. 

The  proportion  of  young  people  employed — 69.2  percent — was  0.7 
percentage  point  higher  than  the  previous  record  set  last  July.  The 
employment -population  ratios  for  young  women,  whites ,  and  blacks  were  all 
at  new  highs.  The  employment  ratio  for  blacks  showed  particularly  strong 
improvement  over  the  year — rising  3.5  percentage  points  to  52.6  percent. 
Even  at  this  higher  level,  however,  their  ratio  was  still  20  points  less 
than  that  for  whites.  (See  table  2.) 

The  distributions  of  youths  in  terms  of  the  industry  and  class  of 
worker  (wage  and  salary,  self-employment,  etc.)  of  their  summer  jobs  have 
shown  little  change  in  recent  years.  Black  youths  continue  to  be  much  more 
likely  than  whites  to  work  in  government  jobs  and  are  less  likely  to  work 
in  agriculture.  (See  table  3.) 

Unempl  oyment 

The  number  of  unemployed  16-to-24  year  olds  was  2.7  million  in  July 
1989,  little  different  from  July  1988.  The  youth  unemployment  rate  of  10.7 
percent  was  about  the  same  as  that  of  last  July  (table  2),  but  has  tended 
downward  during  the  economic  expansion.  It  was  17.3  percent  in  July  1982. 

The  rate  of  joblessness  for  young  black  workers  of  22.8  percent  was  at 
its  lowest  mark  since  1972,  the  earliest  year  for  which  separate  statistics 
for  blacks  are  available.  Nonetheless,  black  youths  were  still  two-and-a- 
half  times  more  likely  than  white  youths  to  be  unemployed.  The  jobless 
rate  for  whites  was  8.9  percent. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the  Current 
Population  Survey,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  55,800  households  conducted 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  The  data 
relate  to  the  week  containing  the  12th  day  of  the  specified  month.  None  of 
the  data  presented  in  this  analysis  are  adjusted  for  seasonality.  In 
addition  to  providing  an  analysis  of  this  summer’s  youth  empl oyment 
situation  compared  with  that  of  recent  years,  this  relase  also  includes 
data  on  the  influx  of  youths  into  the  labor  market  between  the  spring  and 
summer  (table  1).  The  April-July  period  is  used  as  the  most  representative 
time  frame  to  measure  the  full  summertime  transition  from  school  to  work. 
July  is  preferable  for  analytical  purposes  since  it  is  traditionally  the 
peak  month  of  youth  employment.  In  addition,  July  data,  unlike  those  for 
June  and  August,  are  not  affected  by  differences  in  the  timing  of  school 
closings  and  reopenings  throughout  the  country. 
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Table  1.  Employment  status  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  April-July  1989 
(Numbers  In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

April 

May 

June 

July 

April-July  changes 

Number 

Percent 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

32,394 

32,324 

32,301 

32,200 

-194 

-0.6 

Civilian  labor  force . 

21 ,305 

21,624 

24,310 

24,956 

3,651 

17.1 

Participation  rate . 

65.8 

66.9 

75.3 

77.5 

11.7 

17.8 

Employed . . 

19,135 

19,323 

21,251 

22,274 

3,139 

16.4 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

59.1 

59.8 

65.8 

69.2 

10.1 

17.1 

Unemployed . 

2,170 

2,301 

3,059 

2,682 

512 

23.6 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,416 

1,643 

2,250 

1,994 

578 

40.8 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

754 

658 

810 

688 

-66 

-8.8 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

10.2 

10.6 

12.6 

10.7 

.5 

4.9 

Not  in  labor  force . 

11,089 

10,700 

7,991 

7,244 

-3,845 

-34.7 

Men 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

15,967 

15,921 

15,915 

15,854 

-113 

-.7 

Civilian  labor  force . 

11,118 

11,351 

12,810 

13,126 

2,008 

18.1 

Participation  rate . 

69.6 

71.3 

80.5 

82.8 

13.2 

19.0 

Employed . 

9,969 

10,104 

11,260 

11,795 

1,825 

18.3 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

62.4 

63.5 

70.8 

74.4 

12.0 

19.2 

Unemployed . 

1,150 

1,247 

1 ,550 

1,330 

180 

15.7 

Looking  for  full-time  work.. . 

783 

930 

1,195 

1,032 

249 

31.8 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

367 

317 

355 

299 

-68 

-18.5 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

10.3 

11.0 

12.1 

10.1 

-.2 

-1.9 

Not  in  labor  force.... . . 

4,849 

4,570 

3,105 

2,728 

-2,121 

-43.7 

Women 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

16,427 

16,403 

16,386 

16,347 

-80 

-.5 

Civilian  labor  force . 

10, 187 

10,273 

11,500 

11,830 

1,643 

16.1 

Participation  rate . 

62.0 

62.6 

70.2 

72.4 

10.4 

16.8 

Employed . 

9,168 

9,220 

9,991 

10,479 

1,311 

14.3 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

55.8 

56.2 

61.0 

64.1 

8.3 

14.9 

Unemployed . 

1 ,020 

1,054 

1,509 

1,352 

332 

32.5 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . . 

633 

713 

1,055 

963 

330 

52.1 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

387 

341 

456 

389 

2 

.5 

Unemployment  rate . . 

10.0 

10.3 

13.1 

11.4 

1.4 

14.0 

Not  in  labor  force . 

6,240 

6,130 

4,886 

4,516 

-1,724 

-27.6 

White 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

26,538 

26,476 

26,445 

26,382 

-156 

-.6 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

18,161 

18,388 

20,521 

21,004 

2,843 

15.7 

Participation  rate . . . . . 

68.4 

69.5 

77.6 

79.6 

11.2 

16.4 

Employed . 

16,562 

16,740 

18,420 

19,143 

2,581 

15.6 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

62.4 

63.2 

69.7 

72.6 

10.2 

16.3 

Unemployed . . . . . 

1,599 

1 ,648 

2,101 

1,861 

262 

16.4 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,006 

1,145 

1,514 

1,345 

339 

33.7 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . 

593 

504 

587 

516 

-77 

-13.0 

Unemployment-  rate . . . 

8.8 

9.0 

10.2 

8.9 

.1 

1.1 

Not  in  labor  force . 

8,376 

8,088 

5,924 

5,378 

-2,998 

-35.8 

Black 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

4,664 

4,660 

4,660 

4,655 

-9 

-.2 

Civilian  labor  force . 

2,531 

2,615 

3,051 

3,170 

639 

25.2 

Participation  rate . 

54.3 

56.1 

65.5 

68.1 

13.8 

25.4 

Employed . 

2,004 

2,014 

2,183 

2,448 

444 

22.2 

Employment-population  ratio  1/..... . 

43.0 

43.2 

46.8 

52.6 

9.6 

22.3 

Unemployed . . . 

526 

601 

868 

723 

197 

37.5 

Looking  for  full-time  work......... . . 

364 

452 

671 

573 

209 

57.4 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

162 

150 

197 

150 

-12 

7.4 

Unemployment  rate . . 

20.8 

23.0 

28.4 

22.8 

2.0 

9.6 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,133 

2,045 

1,610 

1,484 

-649 

-30.4 

1 J  Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  noninstitutional  population 


Table  2.  Employment  status  of  the  civilian  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  July  1985-89 
(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

34,573 

34,030 

33,593 

32,974 

32,200 

Civilian  labor  force . 

26,432 

26,088 

25,615 

25,347 

24,956 

Participation  rate . 

76.5 

76.7 

76.3 

76.9 

77.5 

Employed . 

22,799 

22,699 

22,609 

22,587 

22,274 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

65.9 

66.7 

67.3 

68.5 

69.2 

Unemployed . . 

3,633 

3,390 

3,006 

2,760 

2,682 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

2,797 

2,550 

2,262 

1,957 

1,994 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

837 

840 

744 

802 

688 

Unemployment  rate . 

13.7 

13.0 

11.7 

10.9 

10.7 

Not  in  labor  force . .  . 

8,141 

7,940 

7,977 

7,628 

7,244 

Men 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

17,02/ 

16,779 

16,555 

16,249 

15,854 

Civilian  labor  force . 

14,091 

13,902 

13,470 

13,401 

13,126 

Participation  rate . . . 

82.8 

82.9 

81.4 

82.5 

82.8 

Employed . . 

12,129 

12,088 

11,919 

11,938 

11,795 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

71.2 

72.0 

72.0 

73.5 

74.4 

Unemployed . . . . . 

1..962 

1,814 

1,552 

1,464 

1,330 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,590 

1,426 

1,228 

1,072 

1,032 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

372 

389 

323 

392 

299 

Unemployment  rate . . . . 

13.9 

13.0 

11.5 

10.9 

10.1 

Not  in  labor  force . . . . 

2,935 

2,877 

3,085 

2,847 

2,728 

Women 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . . 

17,547 

17,250 

17,037 

16,726 

16,347 

Civilian  labor  force . 

12,341 

12,186 

12,144 

11,945 

11,830 

Participation  rate . 

70.3 

70.6 

71.3 

71.4 

72.4 

Employed . 

10,670 

10,611 

10,690 

10,649 

10,479 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

60.8 

61.5 

62.7 

63.7 

64.1 

Unemployed . . . 

1,671 

1,576 

1,454 

1,296 

1,352 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,206 

1,124 

1,034 

887 

963 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

464 

452 

420 

409 

389 

Unemployment  rate . 

13.5 

12.9 

12.0 

10.8 

11.4 

Not  in  labor  force . 

5,206 

5,063 

4,894 

4,780 

4,516 

White 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

28,736 

28,204 

27,752 

27,111 

26,382 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

22,598 

22,193 

21,818 

21,514 

21,004 

Participation  rate . 

78.6 

78.7 

78.6 

79.4 

79.6 

Employed . . . 

20,037 

19,852 

19,694 

19,597 

19,143 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

69.7- 

70.4 

71.0 

72.3 

72.6 

Unemployed . 

2,561 

2,341 

2,123 

1,917 

1,861 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,923 

1,730 

1,584 

1,345 

1,345 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

638 

612 

539 

573 

516 

Unemployment  rate . 

11.3 

10.5 

9.7 

8.9 

8.9 

Not  in  labor  force . 

6,138 

6,011 

5,935 

5,597 

5,378 

Black 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

4,810 

4,758 

4,745 

4,711 

4,655 

Civilian  labor  force . 

3,190 

3,240 

3,119 

3,096 

3,170 

Participation  rate . 

66.3 

68.1 

65.7 

65.7 

68.1 

Employed . 

2,225 

2,281 

2,333 

2,313 

2,448 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

46.3 

47.9 

49.2 

49.1 

52.6 

Unemployed . 

965 

958 

787 

784 

723 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

795 

745 

616 

575 

573 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

170 

214 

170 

209 

150 

Unemployment  rate......... . . . . 

30.3 

29.6 

25.2 

25.3 

22.8 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,620 

1,578 

1,626 

1,614 

1,484 

1/ 


Civilian  employment  as  a  percent  of  the  civilian  nonlnstltutlonal  population 
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Table  3.  Employed  civilians  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race,  July  1985-89 
(In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

TOTAL 

Total  employed . 

22,799 

22,699 

22,609 

22,587 

22,274 

Agriculture . 

987 

887 

889 

832 

876 

Nonagricultural  industries . 

21,812 

21 ,812 

21,719 

21,755 

21,397 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

19,462 

19,497 

19,461 

19,614 

19,268 

Private  household  workers . 

514 

541 

523 

453 

412 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

18,948 

18,956 

18,938 

19,161 

18,856 

Government  workers . . . 

1,880 

1 ,849 

1,760 

1,718 

1,711 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

470 

464 

497 

424 

419 

White 

Total  employed . 

20,037 

19,852 

19,694 

19,597 

19,143 

Agriculture . 

906 

840 

817 

787 

833 

Nonagricultural  industries..... . 

19,131 

19,012 

18,877 

18,810 

18,310 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

17,223 

17,211 

17,091 

17,082 

16,652 

Private  household  workers . 

480 

504 

484 

400 

376 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

16,743 

16,707 

16,607 

16,682 

16,276 

Government  workers . . . . 

1,475 

1,376 

1,335 

1,340 

1,279 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

433 

424 

450 

388 

379 

Black  and  other  1/ 

Total  employed . . . 

2,762 

2,847 

2,915 

2,990 

3,130 

Agriculture . 

81 

47 

72 

44 

43 

Nonagricultural  industries . . . 

2,683 

2,800 

2,843 

2,945 

3,087 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

2,239 

2,286 

2,372 

2,533 

2,616 

Private  household  workers . 

34 

37 

39 

53 

36 

Other  private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

2,205 

2,249 

2,332 

2,480 

2,580 

Government  workers . . . . 

406 

473 

425 

377 

431 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

38 

41 

45 

35 

40 

1/  Data  are  not  available  for  black  (only)  workers 


For  more  information,  clip  and  send  this  page  to  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
Electronic  News  Release  Service,  441  G  St  N  W  ,  Room  2029,  Washington,  D  C 
20212.  If  your  mailing  label  is  not  on  this  page,  or  needs  correction,  please 
provide  your  current  mailing  address 


5  3 


CD 

o 

o 

ro 


CD 


0) 


CD 

CD  O 
—  O 


co  a,  o> 


CO 


0)  CD 
3—a) 
CD  — 

<  o  o 

3  —  - 
fD  03  -o 

5  cr  flj 

o  z 

”  0 o 


5  £ 


5  *>  £ 

ro  ^  5 

_  c_n 

O  o  ^ 
o  — % 

C  ^  CD 
3  CD  — 
—  — >  fD 

^  ZT  “ 

>  o  00 
O  CD 

E  CO 


3 

o 

3 

CD 

c 

CD 

3 

c 

CD 

CD 

n 

0) 

c 

o 

3 

o 

3 

CD 

r~ 

“D 

CD 

O 

3 

£ 

O 

o 

CO 

o 

3 

CD 

•a 

CO 

c 

CD 

n 

CO 

O 

CD 

3 

3 

CD 

X- 

CD 

CD  • 

CO 


O 

W 

QJ 

— 1 

- 

*< 

3 

CO 

O 

D 

(D 

o 

CD 

cO 

3 

"D 

O 

5' 

CD 

D 

CO 

o 

O 

*< 

3 

-o 

O 

O 

CD 

CD 

O 

CO 

—» 

o 

CO 

3 

3 

CD 

3 

CD 

CD 

ro 

3 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CD 

a 

CD 

CD 

O 

CD 

<3 

c 

O 

CO 

O 

CD 

CD 

I — 

w 

O 

3 

< 

tO 

ro 

o 

3 

CD 

CL 

CD 

57 

O 

■o 

CD 

<3 

TD 

c 

S’ 

ro 

CD 

CD 

—D 

"■ * 

c 

o 

3 

— 

CO 

3 

O 

c 

3 

CD 

5’ 

CD 

if) 

ro 

cd  =r. 

— •  CO 
_  CD 

cd  3 
ro  ^ 
“  3 


ro  “ 

51 

ZT  3 
fD  CD 

2  i 

(t)  (— 
CO  (/) 
CO 

3 

CD 

c n 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CD 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CD 

< 

3 

oT 

a; 

CD 

CD 

CD 

O 


o 

3 

O 

D 

-< 

a> 


CD 

I 

CD 

O 


%  O 

CD  — 
Q  O 
=  CD 

li 

co 

y  5 

-  CD 
<  CO 
Q>  co 

CD 


C 

CO 

CD 

to 

00 

a 

o 


:> 

CD 

CO 

3 

3 

(3 

O 

3 


CD  C 
£  CO 


«=  CD 

2.  "2 


CD  3 

O  2  3 


rvj  9?  o 
O  CD 
w  r  r 
— ‘  ^ 

ro  —  Q* 
o  O 
cn  — 


CO  5> 

u) 

? 

3  x  40  - 

—  ~  CD  O 

Q.  CD 

co 
-n  co 
CD 

CD  < 


Z 

o 

D 


CD  CD 
CT  x 


xXy 


United  States 
Department 
of  Labor 


Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  Washington,  D.C.  2021 2 


Technical  information: 


(202)  523-1371 


USDL  91-418 


Media  contact: 


523-1944 

523-1959 

523-1913 


FOR  RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE 
THURSDAY ,  AUGUST  29,  1991 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  YOUTH  DOWN  THIS  SUMMER;  UNEMPLOYMENT  UP 


The  proportion  of  youth  working  during  the  summer  declined  sharply  for 
the  second  consecutive  year,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor  reported  today.  Only  63.6  percent  of  those  16-  to  24- 
years  of  age  were  employed  in  July  1991,  dowm  considerably  from  the  peak  of 
69.2  percent  reached  in  1989.  Also  reflecting  the  general  deterioration  of 
the  labor  market  was  an  increase  in  the  unemployment  rate  for  youths  of  2.9 
percentage  points  between  July  of  1990  and  1991  to  13.7  percent.  (Because 
these  data  focus  largely  on  the  seasonal  changes  in  youth  employment,  they 
are  not  seasonally  adjusted. ) 

Labor  force 

The  number  of  16-  to  24-year-olds  in  the  labor  force  increases 
considerably  between  April  and  July  each  year,  as  students  obtain  or  search 
for  temporary  summertime  jobs  and  recent  graduates  seek  permanent  ones.  This 
year,  over  the  3  months,  the  labor  force  grew  by  3  million  young  persons  to 
23.0  million,  about  the  same  gain  as  the  summer  of  1990.  (See  table  1.)  As 
recently  as  1983  and  1984,  however ,  the  summertime  increase  had  been  around  4 
million.  Much  of  the  decline  in  the  size  of  the  summertime  buildup  in  the 
youth  labor  force  in  recent  years  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  population  of 
16-  to  24-year-olds,  which  has  declined  by  6  million  since  peaking  in  1980. 

During  the  past  2  years,  the  size  of  the  youth  labor  force,  and  the 
seasonal  workforce  increase,  also  have  been  greatly  affected  by  the 
recession,  which  officially  began  in  July  1990.  The  most  direct  effects  of 
deteriorating  business  conditions  can  be  seen  in  the  employment  and 
unemployment  figures,  which  are  discussed  below.  But  seme  youth  respond  to  a 
poor  job  outlook  by  staying  out  of  the  labor  force  or  leaving  after  a  brief 


NOTE:  These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the 
Current  Population  Survey ,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  about  60,000 J 
households  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  j 
Labor  Statistics.  The  data  relate  to  the  w’eek  containing  the  12th  j 
day  of  the  specified  month.  In  addition  to  providing  an  analysis 
of  this  summer's  youth  employment  situation  compared  with  that  of 
recent  years,  this  release  also  includes  data  on  the  influx  of 
youths  into  the  labor  market  between  the  spring  and  summer  (table 
1).  The  April -July  period  is  used  as  the  most  representative  time! 
frame  to  measure  the  full  summertime  transition  from  school  to 
work.  July  is  preferable  for  analytical  purposes  since  it  is 
traditionally  the  peak  month  of  youth  employment. 


and  unsuccessful  job  search.  As  a  result,  the  labor  force  participation  rate 
for  youth — the  proportion  of  their  population  either  working  or  looking  for 
work— was  lower  this  July  than  last,  73.7  versus  75.2  percent.  Youth 
participation  had  reached  a  record  high  of  77.5  percent  in  July  1989.  (See 
table  2. ) 

Young  worsen  had  been  increasing  their  labor  force  activity  for  most  of 
the  past  20  years,  and  their  participation  rate  peaked  at  72.4  percent  in 
July  1989.  The  reversal  in  the  last  2  years  brought  their  rate  down  to  67.9 
percent  this  July.  Participation  among  young  men  was  79.6  percent  in  July 
1991,  an  all-time  low  for  this  month.  Their  rate  had  fluctuated  around  82 
percent  for  the  last  decade. 

For  black  16-  to  24-year-olds,  the  rate  of  labor  force  participation  was 
down  2  percentage  points  over  the  year  to  60.0  percent,  after  falling  sharply 
in  the  prior  year  (6.1  percentage  points).  For  white  youth,  the 
participation  rate  declined  1.4  percent-age  points  over  the  year  to  76.9 
percent,  about  the  same  decline  as  in  the  prior  year.  As  a  result,  black 
youth  are  now  lagging  even  further  behind  whites  in  terms  of  labor  force 
participation . 

Employment 

The  number  of  youth  employed  increased  by  2.3  million  this  summer,  the 
smallest  April-to-July  increase  in  nearly  30  years.  At  19.8  million  in  July, 
youth  employment  was  1.4  million  lower  than  a  year  earlier.  (See  tables  1 
and  2 . ) 

The  proportion  of  youth  employed — their  employment-population  ratio — was 
63.6  percent  in  July  1991,  well  below  the  peak  percentage  of  69.2  reached  2 
years  earlier.  (See  table  2.)  Both  young  men  and  women  were  less  likely  to 
be  employed  this  summer  than  in  any  July  since  the  last  recessionary  period 
in  the  early  1980s. 

Youth  have  seen  their  employment  opportunities  decline  in  virtually  all 
industries  this  summer,  with  the  largest  percentage  declines  occurring  in  the 
Federal  government,  construction,  and  wholesale  trade.  Although  the 
proportional  decline  in  retail  trade  was  much  smaller,  because  of  the 
dominant  role  of  the  industry  as  a  summer  er.pl oyer  of  young  workers,  it 
accounted  for  the  largest  absolute  employment  decline — about  300,000.  (See 
table  3 . ) 

Unempl ovment 


Many  more  youth  wore  jobless  this  sunnier  than  in  the  prior  year.  The 
number  unemployed — that  is,  those  looking  and  available  for  work — was  3.2 
million,  580,000  higher  than  in  July  1990,  and  the  unemployment  rate,  13.7 
percent,  was  2.9  percentage  points  higher  than  in  July  1990.  (See  table  2.) 
Unemployment  rates  for  young  men  (13.9  percent),  women  (13.5  percent),  whites 
(12.1  percent),  and  blacks  (25.8  percent)  were  all  up  from  a  year  earlier. 
Nevertheless,  the  youth  unemployment  rates  were  generally  much  lower  this 
July  than  during  the  same  month  in  the  two  recessions  of  the  early  1980s. 


Table  1.  Employment  status  of  the  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  Aprll-July  1991 


(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

April 

May 

June 

July 

April-July 

changes 

Number 

Percent 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

31,343 

31,272 

31 ,224 

31,172 

-171 

-0.5 

Civilian  labor  force . 

19,961 

20,349 

22,336 

22,975 

3,014 

15.1 

Participation  rate . . . 

63.7 

64.8 

71.5 

73.7 

10.0 

15.7 

Employed . . . 

17,491 

17,413 

18,992 

19,822 

2,331 

13.3 

Employment-population  ratio  1/..... . 

55.8 

55.7 

60.8 

63.6 

7.8 

14.0 

Unemployed  . . . . 

2,470 

2,836 

3,344 

3,152 

682 

27.6 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

1,620 

1,941 

2,421 

2,302 

682 

42.1 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

850 

895 

923 

850 

0 

.0 

Unemployment  rate.......... . 

12.4 

14.0 

15.0 

13.7 

1.3 

10.5 

Not  in  labor  force . 

11,382 

11,023 

8,887 

8,198 

-3,184 

-28.0 

Men 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

15,535 

15,488 

15,467 

15,443 

-92 

-.6 

Civilian  labor  force . 

10,436 

10,678 

11,841 

12,294 

1,858 

17.8 

Participation  rate . 

67.2 

68.9 

76.6 

79.6 

12.4 

18.4 

Employed . . . . . 

9,003 

9,137 

10,013 

10,580 

1,577 

17.5 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

58.0 

59.0 

64.7 

68.5 

10.5 

18.1 

Unemployed . 

1  ,432 

1,541 

1,828 

1,714 

282 

19.7 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . 

1 ,019 

1,118 

1,426 

1,316 

297 

29.1 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

414 

423 

402 

399 

-15 

-3.6 

Unemployment  rate . . . . 

13.7 

14.4 

15.4 

13.9 

.2 

1.5 

Not  in  .  'bor  force . 

5,099 

4,810 

3,626 

3,149 

-1 ,950 

-38.2 

Women 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population.... . 

15,809 

15,784 

15,756 

15,729 

-80 

-.5 

Civilian  labor  force . 

9,525 

9,571 

10,495 

10,680 

1,155 

12.1 

Participation  rate . 

60.3 

60.6 

66.6 

67.9 

7.6 

12.6 

Employed . 

8,487 

8,276 

8,979 

9,243 

756 

8.9 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

53.7 

52.4 

57.0 

58.8 

5.1 

9.5 

Unemployed . 

1,038 

1,295 

1,516 

1,438 

400 

38.5 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

601 

823 

995 

986 

385 

64.1 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

437 

472 

521 

451 

14 

3.2 

Unemployment  rate . 

10.9 

13.5 

14.4 

13.5 

2.6 

23.8 

Not  in  labor  force . . . 

6,284 

6,213 

5,261 

5,049 

-1,235 

-19.7 

White 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

25,423 

25,406 

25,372 

25,339 

-84 

-.3 

Civilian  labor  force . 

16,950 

17,286 

19,009 

19,482 

2,532 

14.9 

Participation  rate . 

66.7 

68.0 

74.9 

76.9 

10.2 

15.3 

Employed . . 

15,131 

15,159 

16,530 

17,131 

2,000 

13.2 

Employment-population  ratio  1/. . 

59.5 

59.7 

65.1 

67.6 

8.1 

13.6 

Unemployed . . . 

1,818 

2,127 

2,480 

2,350 

532 

29.3 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,140 

1,407 

1,774 

1,705 

565 

49.6 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

678 

720 

706 

646 

-32 

-4.7 

Unemployment  rate . 

10.7 

12.3 

13.0 

12.1 

1.4 

13.1 

Not  in  labor  force . 

8,473 

8,120 

6,363 

5,857 

-2,616 

-30.9 

Black 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

4,600 

4,572 

4,557 

4,568 

-32 

-.7 

2,399 

2,360 

2,636 

2,743 

344 

14.3 

Participation  rate . 

52.2 

51.6 

57.8 

60.0 

7.8 

14.9 

1,807 

1 ,720 

1,865 

2,034 

227 

12.6 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

39.3 

37.6 

40.9 

44.5 

5.2 

13.2 

593 

640 

771 

708 

115 

19.4 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

441 

497 

584 

538 

97 

22.0 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

151 

143 

187 

171 

20 

13.2 

24.7 

27.1 

29.3 

25.8 

1.1 

4.4 

2,200 

2,211 

1,921 

1 ,825 

-375 

-17.0 

1/  Percent  of  the  civilian  noninstitutional  population  that  is  employed. 
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Table  2.  Employment  status  of  the  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  July  1987-91 

(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted,) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population..... . 

33,593 

32,974 

32,200 

31,577 

31,172 

Civilian  labor  force . 

25,615 

25,347 

24,956 

23,748 

22,975 

Participation  rate . 

76.3 

76.9 

77.5 

75.2 

73.7 

Employed  . . . . . 

22,609 

22,587 

22,274 

21,176 

19,822 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . . 

67.3 

68.5 

69.2 

67.1 

63.6 

Unemployed . . . 

3,006 

2,760 

2,682 

2,572 

3,152 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

2,262 

1,957 

1,994 

1,811 

2,302 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

744 

802 

688 

761 

850 

Unemployment  rate . 

11.7 

10.9 

10.7 

10.8 

13.7 

Not  in  labor  force . 

7,977 

7,628 

7,244 

7,828 

8,198 

Men 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . . 

16,555 

16,249 

15,854 

15,603 

15,443 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

13,470 

13,401 

13,126 

12,602 

12,294 

Participation  rate . 

81.4 

82.5 

82.8 

80.8 

79.6 

Employed . . . 

11,919 

11,938 

11,795 

11,260 

10,580 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

72.0 

73.5 

74.4 

72.2 

68.5 

Unemployed  . . . . . 

1,552 

1,464 

1,330 

1,342 

1,714 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,228 

1,072 

1,032 

988 

1,316 

Looking  for  part-time  work . . . 

323 

392 

299 

355 

399 

Unemployment  rate. . . . 

11.5 

10.9 

10.1 

10.7 

13.9 

Not  in  labor  force . 

3,085 

2,847 

2,728 

3,001 

3,149 

Women 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . . 

17,037 

16,726 

16,347 

15,974 

15,729 

Civilian  labor  force . 

12,144 

11,945 

11,830 

11,146 

10,680 

Participation  rate . 

71 .3 

71.4 

72.4 

69.8 

67.9 

Employed . . . . . 

10,690 

10,649 

10,479 

9,916 

9,243 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

62.7 

63.7 

64.1 

62.1 

58.8 

Unemployed  . . . 

1 ,454 

1,296 

1,352 

1 ,230 

1 ,438 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,034 

887 

963 

824 

986 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

420 

409 

389 

406 

451 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

12.0 

10.8 

11.4 

11.0 

13.5 

Not  in  labor  force . 

4,894 

4,780 

4,516 

4,828 

5,049 

White 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

27,752 

27,111 

26,382 

25,737 

25,339 

Civilian  labor  force . 

21,818 

21,514 

21,004 

20,152 

19,482 

Participation  rate . 

78.6 

79.4 

79.6 

78.3 

76.9 

Employed . . . 

19,694 

19,597 

19,143 

18,370 

17,131 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . 

71.0 

72.3 

72.6 

71.4 

67.6 

Unempl oved . 

2,123 

1,917 

1,861 

1,782 

2,350 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

1,584 

1,345 

1,345 

1,238 

1,705 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

539 

573 

516 

544 

646 

Unemployment  rate . 

9.7 

8.9 

8.9 

8.8 

12.1 

Not  in  labor  force . . . . . . . 

5,935 

5,597 

5,378 

5,585 

5,857 

Black 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population . 

4,745 

4,711 

4,655 

4,584 

4,568 

Civilian  labor  force............ . . . 

3,119 

3,096 

3,170 

2,840 

2,743 

Participation  rate . 

65.7 

65.7 

68.1 

62.0 

60.0 

Employed . 

2,333 

2,313 

2,448 

2,149 

2,034 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ . . 

49.2 

49.1 

52.6 

46.9 

44.5 

Unemployed . 

787 

784 

723 

691 

708 

Looking  for  full-time  work . . . 

616 

575 

573 

513 

538 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

170 

209 

150 

178 

171 

Unemployment  rate . . . 

25.2 

25.3 

22.8 

24.3 

25.8 

Not  in  labor  force . . . . . 

1 ,626 

1,614 

1,484 

1,744 

1,825 

_1_/  Percent  of  the  civilian  noninstit utional  population  that  is  employed 


Table  3.  Employed  civilians  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  industry,  class  of  worker,  and  race,  July  1990-91 
(In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry  and  class  of  worker 

Total 

White 

Bxack 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

1990 

1991 

Total  employed . . . . . 

21,176 

19,822 

18,370 

17,131 

2,149 

2,034 

Agriculture . . . . . 

833 

830 

775 

767 

32 

45 

Nonagrlcultural  industries . 

20,343 

18,992 

17,595 

16,364 

2,117 

1,990 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

18,220 

16,980 

15,863 

14,761 

1,816 

1,679 

Mining . 

61 

68 

53 

63 

6 

5 

Construction . 

1,266 

1,046 

1,175 

991 

52 

48 

Manufacturing . 

2,584 

2,367 

2,230 

2,047 

281 

246 

Transportation  and  public  utilities . 

756 

646 

639 

543 

99 

80 

Wholesale  trade . 

622 

527 

569 

477 

35 

35 

Retail  trade . 

6,858 

6,551 

5,926 

5,668 

727 

673 

Finance,  Insurance,  and  real  estate . 

1,074 

923 

944 

802 

99 

78 

Services . . . 

4,999 

4,852 

4,327 

4,170 

517 

514 

Government . 

1,733 

1,606 

1,372 

1,249 

285 

281 

Federal . 

310 

236 

224 

142 

67 

71 

State . 

488 

445 

395 

355 

58 

69 

Local . 

937 

925 

753 

751 

158 

142 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

389 

407 

360 

355 

17 

29 

CT 

o 

m 

•n 

CD 

CD 

O 

< 

O 

® 

O 

o 

3 

cd 

CL 

ro 

—i 

3 

< 

CT 

® 

® 

»< 

o 

c 

o 

ro 

ro 

o 

3 

o‘ 

Z 

o 

® 

P 

® 

® 

5' 

o 

CD 

CT 

o 

“* 

® 

o 

c 

o 

c 

® 

< 

o 

c 

—1 

z 

CO 

JJ 

3 

o> 

CT 

® 

O 

60 

o 

3 

3 

3 

2. 

® 

® 

cd 

5 

3 

o 

o 

c 

3 

CT 

® 

— > 
CD 

5' 

CQ 

co 

® 

ct 

«< 

CT 

O 

C 

5' 

co 

CD 

CO 

CD 

3 

— » 

CD 

CL 

CL 

CT 

ffl 

CL 

o' 

®_ 

55' 

< 

o' 

® 

CO 

® 

3 

o 

o 

® 

3 

CL 

CD 

00 

CO 

O 

■Ck 

■Ck 

CT 

CD 

CT 

Co' 

CT 

CD 

(a 

a) 


— *■  co 

o"g 

co 

CD 


O  - 


3 
CD 
CD 
CL 
c o 
o 
o 

•n 

CD 

O 


o)  5  H 
®  ?  CT 
O  o  CD 
CD  c 
«(Q  (D 
w  3-  C 
0)  3 

—  0)  CD 

—  nj 

O  O  c 
=5  O  & 

CT  3  2. 

“  |  r- 
CD 


-a  3. 


S’” 

O  2 
o  CD 

3  g 

£2. 
f\3  |- 

fO  flj 

-S  Ig 

■a  3  =•. 
co  co  « 
2  o  o' 
CD  P  « 


SI  ®  » 

o2.g 

ZT  —  ° 
=f  o  co 

CD  O 

-  3  ® 

2.  J  »' 
co  g>  sr. 
a>  2.  o 
co  0  co 
CD  t 

•  ‘  3 
_  H  » 

^  J 
u  ®  ffl 

o  ® 

c o 
co 

CD 
3 
CL 


CO 


3 

O 


CD 

CT 

O 

c 

</» 

ro 

cn 

•a 

® 

~~r 

CT 

O 

c 


CD 

o 

o 

® 

CO 

CO 


^  55'  co 

2  3  CT 

P  O  - 

^  O 

2  m  •a 

3<n  91 

•  is 

g2® 

2  __  CD 

3  5  si 

1  ®  ‘ 

•  M  „ 
-  b  i 


® 

CO 

CD 

< 


3  CD 
®  «  2 
c  ®  ® 

8  ® 

P  3  _ 

s«  § 


O 

3 


O  H 
CT 

5  «’ 

®  CD 
=V  3 
Q- 

*  3 

®  g 

"I 

i  o 

O  ct 
—  ® 
CT  -> 
®  00 
■a  r~ 
S  W 
®  _ 
CO  3 

CO  ® 


®_ 

® 

CD 

CO 

® 

co 

CD 
— * 
® 

CD 

< 

CD 

5T 

CT 

® 

CD 

® 

O 

— i 

o 

3 

o' 

M 

*<■ 

CD 


® 

3 

® 


S  O 
§  3 
0)  Q 

-?  si 

9  c 

si 

<  CD 

I  8 

CD 

C 

CO 

CD 

60 

CO 


:> 

CD 

CO 

ct 

3 

CQ 

O 

=3 


00 

c 

cd 

0) 

c 


C 

CO 


D 
O 
ro  co 

M  g 

M  £ 

O 

CO 


O 

CD 

o  -o 

— '  CD 

r-  a. 

CD  g 

?i 


CO  o 


CD 

cr 

o 


O'  *-■  •n  h  -  'O 
•  h-  (5  3  a 
ft  3  3 


a  a) 

f-  a> 

3  a 

f»>  f-1  0  ft 
®  F-  X-  • 

3  ®  a»  _ 

®  v<  ft 

£'  8 


,  .  _  Cl* 

»-*)  a)  a  h 


E  E  E 

-  *  h  3?  ? 

H*  H-  ‘ — <  i— < 

0-0  0 
H-  CD  H- 

E  3E 


F-  (J  O  (to 

F<  -f  3  O  -*  3  3 


-  -  U> 

a  a  t-*  h 

(t  ft  F-  J 

F-  F-  00  ® 

_  O  O  y 

ft  3  3  ft  rt 

F-  F*  0 

t  JK  ft 

-  0  0)  0) 

f£>  ff  1  (1  7  H 

O)  3  7  3  7T  F- 

-*■  a  f-  a  h-  a  oq  3 

•  (tu  (+3  Q  7C 

o  (t  oo  n  hi  3 

ft  U  (f  I  F*  3  O' 

c  i  o  h*  ® 

£  M  3  3  3  ft  3 

3"  *<  O 


8 


F-  3 


(7  O'  (5 
UI  3 
ft  •  ft 
3"  IU 

ft  fl)  n> 

B  'O  3 

O*  3  (ft  Q  H*3“ 

fi  B  3  3  3  ® 

®  ft  0 

<d  ro  m-  -» i-" .  „ 

fU  3  ft  tt  O  (5 

•  ft)  ft  0)  v£>  rr  3* 

—  O  —  W  O  HO 

3  *<  »  3  3  7  H 

£  ®  _  3  H-ti)3 

II  COO  F 

CJ) 

ft  II  #  H  0  H'  D  O  £ 

H  h-  6  ®  ®  - -  - 

00  3 

<<  3  ^  <t  TJ 

O  H-  H-  3"  O 

C  «)  ®  ®  3 

It  F  3  ft  3 
3"  O  3  F-  O 

§H»  o  3 

®  ft  F 

-J  ft  <  fl)  -n 

-3  f>  ®  B  _  . 

*<  F*  ft)  ft  00  ® 

O'  . . 

3" 

E»HS“b  S-CT3«”0 

»—  3  3  ® 

O  tt)  -  O  (5  I 


£  B  0  £  rt)  ® 
7  II  3  7  O  < 

i 


O  £  F 
F-  Qi 

F*  (fl  ‘O  . 

&■  8  £ 

3  0  0 
ft)  O  ffl  3 
3  3  *■ 

O  O  ft  I  _ 

3  ft  »  i  c 

—  aT1®  ?  8 

vO  F*  ® 

ft 

-  3" 

_  F-  3  ® 

ft  -  3  0 


...  _  ®  -o 

O  F-  UI  CO  O  00 


s* 

F-  ft 

-*  3- 
fO 

fO  F- 

--  3 

(fl  ft 

®  y 
a  ® 
n 

O  F- 
3  B 

3 


CB 


tt) 
_  O 
XT  3 


a>  oo  h  •<  o 

3  3-  31  O  3 

Q®®CB-»vf-.,  -  v  v„  . 

®  3  5c+vO£3U'0<  i 

TJ  oo  ®  fO  ®  o  0  ®  ru 

B  O  3  3  F*  3  3  UI 


3 
ft  ft 


73  O  ")• 

ft  ®  o 


fO  c  f*  ft  3 

oooo  8  8”® 


ft  „ 

£  U  F-  3 

0)  O 

(A  F-  —  •< 

C  t)  -g  o 

3  F*  5 
O  <  ft 
ft  F 

ft  o 

g?3E  S 

ft  3  3  3  3 

®  a  o  ® 

3  a  tt  ®  3 
F-  ®  3 
0)  'K  ft  ~~  F> 
F-  0  Ft)  —  O'  F 
F>  Q>  o  fO  3 
3:  3  3  £  ■  ® 

a  oo  in 

w 


ft  0) 

3" 

3  O  ■< 
0  3® 

B 


B  ft 
cr  f-  <t 
0  0  3- 

3  3  8  g. 

")O00  F 
O  3  7  H 


3 

oo 


® 

3 


ft 

0 


ft  ft  O 
y  y  3 
o  ® 

F- 

*<  *<  3 
O  O 
C  C  (-> 

ft  ft  c 

O'  3"  fi 
«< 

I 

I 


g-  S'SE 

H*  C  **J 

H  (+  J  H- 

5- if*  8. 


fO 


-*  a 


>03 
V  tt,  fl) 


m 

3: 

-o 

r 

o 


m 


O' 

? 

ui 

« 

DJ 


M 

O 

W 


O'  O' 

i  i 
O'  O' 
U>  U) 

-f|  -fJ 

oo  ui 


c 

CO 

D 


fO 

iu 

I 

ui 

00 

oo 


CD 

0i 


03 


CD 

13 

"O 

0) 

CD 

3. 

CL 

3 

CD 

CD 

3 

s 

CO 

33 

ru 

U) 

ft 

C-I 

rt 

> 

»— 1 

3 

g  b  £ 

rt) 

0) 

ct* 

y 

o 

0 

T 

c 

0 

T> 

B 

® 

3  a  ® 

o 

IT 

y 

0 

ru 

3 

B 

h-* 

3 

cr 

h- * 

■0  a  ® 

3 

0 

® 

£  it-f 

y  y  -*  o 

F-  F-  C 

<t  u  •  5 

®  U)  00 
U)  <-> 

~^E  i 

-t  *<  3  3 


UI 


E 


U) 


3- 

£  or 

*< 

3 

3 

"5 

h-* 

B 

>< 

O 

fO 

3 

H* 

3 

®  ® 

ft  O 

rt* 

fl* 

Q) 

(9 

O 

B 

ru 

B  O 

B  B 

F-  ft) 

H- 

rt* 

c 

ft 

o 

(D 

a 

ft  -D 

O  3 

O 

rf 

O 

H- 

B 

ft 

ffl 

rt 

rt) 

.  V 

y 

F-  O' 

D 

< 

3- 

3 

0 

S' 

o 

UI 

ft 


F*  3 

0)  ft 

cr  ui 

F-i 

o 

a 
0) 
ft 

B 


0) 

cr  g 

F1  3 

O  t? 

t — * 
UI  O 
•  «< 


h-  3 
C 

3  U 
•  C 


Q)  Q) 

u)  in 


V 


0) 

y 

3 

•  3 

® 

3 

3 

t) 

0) 

D- 

rt* 

ft  00 

a 

a 

$ 

H 

> 

2 

o 

"J 

H* 

rt 

h-* 

o 

c 

0 

c 

(0 

H- 

«< 

(9 

3 

T3 

rt* 

"5 

0 

«< 

< 

—  in 

0 

u? 

ft 

O 

a 

C 

H- 

c 

D 

IT' 

O 

U)  ft 

3 

jt 

ft 

rt* 

£ 

F-* 

O 

V 

(fl 

a? 

3 

g  3 

U) 

3 

B 

M 

73 

F- 

(0 

B 

H- 

c 

O 

0 

< 

3 

0  F- 

ft 

F* 

cr 

Q 

0o 

ft 

rt 

ft 

*5 

( — * 

rt) 

0) 

3 

® 

3 

® 

M 

3" 

F- 

F* 

0) 

ffl 

U. 

H* 

fi 

ft  U) 

C 

U) 

® 

O 

£ 

F-i 

o 

rt* 

ft 

Cl  fO  F 


ru 

i 


Table  3.  Employed  dvl  liana  14  to  24  yoara  of  ago  by  Industry,  class  of  work  or  and  reco,  July  1991-92 
(In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry  and  class  of  worker 

Total 

White 

Black 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

1991 

1992 

Total  employed . 

19,822 

19,746 

17,131 

17,081 

2,034 

2,010 

Agriculture . 

830 

783 

767 

742 

45 

23 

Nonagr {cultural  industries . 

18,992 

18,963 

16,364 

16,339 

1.990 

1,987 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers.]/ . 

16,980 

16.921 

14,761 

14,722 

1,679 

1,667 

Mining . 

68 

51 

59 

44 

7 

2 

Construction . 

1,002 

863 

945 

810 

50 

33 

Hanuf actur i ng . 

2,394 

2.267 

2,052 

1,929 

265 

277 

Transportation  and  public  utilities . 

645 

57  5 

546 

515 

84 

52 

Wholesale  trade . 

543 

558 

487 

515 

37 

37 

Retail  trade . 

6,418 

6,498 

5,550 

5.609 

653 

658 

Finance,  insurance,  and  real  estate . 

968 

931 

841 

839 

79 

72 

Services . 

4,941 

5.178 

4,281 

4,461 

504 

537 

Government . 

1,606 

1 ,628 

1,249 

1,249 

281 

297 

Federal . 

236 

237 

142 

155 

71 

59 

State . 

445 

493 

355 

382 

69 

80 

Local . 

925 

897 

751 

711 

142 

157 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

407 

414 

355 

368 

29 

24 

J/  Data  for  1991  reflect  corrections  In  the  estimation  procedure 
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LABOR  MARKET  IMPROVED  FOR  YOUTH  THIS  SUMMER 

The  number  of  young  people  with  jobs  increased  by  3.1  million  between  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1993,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  reported  today.  This  seasonal 
employment  expansion  for  16-  to  24-year-olds  was  considerably  larger  than  in  any  of  the  previous 
3  years. 

The  number  of  unemployed  youth  also  rose,  as  is  typical  during  the  summer  months.  This  summer’s 
increase  of  434,000,  however,  was  substantially  smaller  than  in  either  1991  or  1992.  As  the  result,  the 
jobless  rate  for  youth,  at  13.2  percent  in  July,  also  was  lower  than  in  the  preceding  two  summers. 

(See  tables  1  and  2.) 

Because  the  focus  of  this  analysis  is  on  seasonal  movements  in  the  number  of  young  workers,  the  data 
used  arc  not  seasonally  adjusted. 

Labor  Force 

The  16-  to  24-year-old  labor  force  expands  sharply  each  summer,  as  large  numbers  of  students  enter 
the  labor  market  to  take  or  to  search  for  summer  jobs,  while  many  high  school  and  college  graduates  seek 
permanent  ones.  The  youth  labor  force — the  sum  of  employment  and  unemployment — increased  by  3.5 
million  from  April  to  July.  This  summer’s  buildup  included  1.9  million  young  men  and  1.6  million  young 
women. 

The  number  of  16-  to  24-year-olds  in  the  labor  force — about  23  million  in  July — was  little  different 
from  the  levels  of  the  previous  two  summers.  The  proportion  of  the  youth  population  working  or 
looking  for  work — the  group’s  labor  force  participation  rate — was  74.6  percent  in  July,  about  the  same 
as  in  1992  but  well  below  the  record  high  of  77.5  percent  in  July  1989. 

The  labor  force  participation  rate  for  young  men  (79.4  percent)  edged  down  0.4  percentage  point 
from  the  July  1992  level  and  was  at  an  all-time  low  for  the  month.  The  rate  for  young  women  in  July 
(69.9  percent)  was  litde  different  from  a  year  earlier,  but  was  still  well  below  the  1989  high  of  72.4 
percent.  Participation  rates  among  both  black  (63.4  percent)  and  white  youth  (77.4  percent)  were  little 
different  from  year-earlier  levels.  (See  table  2.) 


2 


Employment 

Reflecting  the  general  improvement  in  the  nation’s  overall  job  situation,  the  number  of  employed 
youth  increased  by  3.1  million  between  April  and  July  to  19.9  million,  the  largest  summertime  increase  in 
4  years.  This  gain,  however,  was  still  somewhat  below  the  average  summer  employment  buildup  during 
the  second  half  of  the  1980s,  when  the  youth  population  was  larger. 


Overall,  more  youth  were  employed  this  July  than  a  year  earlier.  The  proportion  employed  (the 
employment-population  ratio),  at  64.7  percent,  was  somewhat  higher  than  in  1991  and  1992,  but  was 
well  below  the  peak  of  69.2  percent  reached  in  July  1989.  Compared  with  last  year,  the  employment 
ratio  was  notably  higher  among  black  youth  (up  2.2  percentage  points  to  46.2  percent)  and  all  young 
women  (up  1.1  points  to  60.9  percent).  (See  table  2.) 

The  largest  year-to-year  employment  increases  for  youth  were  in  retail  trade  (up  470,000)  and  in 
construction  (up  51,000).  Local  governments  employed  28,000  more  young  people  this  year.  Fewer 
youth  were  employed  in  manufacturing,  agriculture,  and  services.  (See  table  3.) 


As  in  previous  years,  the  vast  majority  of  youth  worked  in  the  private  sector  (86.5  percent),  with 
about  three  in  five  working  in  the  retail  trade  and  services  industries.  About  8  percent  worked  for 
governments,  in  part  because  of  the  Federally-funded  jobs  program.  This  proportion  was  much  higher, 
nearly  14  percent,  for  black  youth. 

Unemployment 

Reflecting  the  improvement  in  the  overall  job  situation  since  last  summer,  the  number  of  unemployed 
16-  to  24-year-olds — about  3.0  million  this  July — was  nearly  300,000  lower  than  in  July  1992.  Their 
jobless  rate  was  13.2  percent,  compared  with  14.4  percent  a  year  earlier.  Unemployment  rates  for  young 
men  (13.6  percent)  and  young  women  (12.8  percent),  as  well  as  for  white  (10.9  percent)  and  black 
(27.1  percent)  youth,  were  all  below  year-earlier  levels.  The  rate  for  black  youth  declined  3.3  percentage 
points  over  the  year,  the  first  drop  since  the  summer  of  1989. 


NOTE:  These  data  are  based  on  statistics  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey,  a  monthly  sample  survey  of  about  60,000  households  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  The  data  relate  to  the  week  containing  the 
12th  day  of  the  specified  month.  In  addition  to  providing  an  analysis  of  this  summer’s 
youth  employment  situation  compared  with  that  of  recent  years,  this  release  also  includes 
data  on  the  influx  of  youth  into  the  labor  market  between  the  spring  and  summer  (table  1). 
The  April-July  period  is  used  as  the  most  representative  time  frame  to  measure  the  full 
summertime  transition  from  school  to  work.  July  is  preferable  for  analytical  purposes 
since  it  is  traditionally  the  peak  month  of  youth  employment. 

Information  in  this  release  will  be  made  available  to  sensory  impaired  individuals  upon 
request.  Voice  phone:  202-606-STAT;  TDD  phone:  202-606-5897;  TDD  message 
referral:  1-800-326-2577. 
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Table  1.  Employment  status  of  the  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  Aprll-July  1993 
(Numbers  In  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 

Apri  1 

May 

June 

July 

April-July  changes 

Number 

Percent 

TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstltutlonal  population . 

30,808 

30,860 

30,877 

30,814 

6 

(1  ) 

Civilian  labor  force . 

19,498 

20,293 

22,197 

22,987 

3,489 

17.9 

Participation  rate . 

63.3 

65.8 

71.9 

74.6 

11.3 

17.8 

Employed . 

16,893 

17,321 

18,857 

19,947 

3,054 

18.1 

Employment-population  ratio  £/ . 

54.8 

56.1 

61  .1 

64.7 

9.9 

18.1 

Unemployed . 

2,605 

2,973 

3,340 

3,039 

434 

16.7 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,650 

2,094 

2,347 

2,252 

602 

36.5 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

955 

878 

994 

788 

-167 

-17.5 

Unemployment  rate . 

13.4 

14.6 

15.0 

13.2 

-.2 

-1  .5 

Not  in  labor  force . 

11,310 

10,567 

8,680 

7,828 

-3,482 

-50.8 

Hen 

Civilian  noninstltutlonal  population . 

15,287 

15,303 

15.320 

15,298 

11 

.1 

Civilian  labor  force . . . 

10,229 

10,597 

11,717 

12,148 

1,919 

18.8 

Participation  rate . 

66.9 

69.2 

76.5 

79.4 

12.5 

18.7 

Employed . 

8,706 

8,967 

9,880 

10,491 

1,785 

20.5 

Employment-population  ratio  2/ . 

57.0 

58.6 

64.5 

68.6 

11.6 

20.4 

Unemployed . 

1,523 

1,630 

1,837 

1,657 

134 

8.8 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,039 

1,204 

1,282 

1,263 

224 

21  .6 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

484 

425 

555 

394 

-90 

-18.6 

Unemployment  rate . 

14.9 

15.4 

15.7 

13.6 

-1.3 

-8.7 

Not  in  labor  force . 

5,057 

4,706 

3,603 

3,150 

-1,907 

-37.8 

Women 

Civilian  noninstltutlonal  population . 

15,521 

15,557 

15,557 

15,516 

-5 

(1) 

Civilian  labor  force . 

9,269 

9,697 

10,480 

10,839 

1,570 

16.9 

Participation  rate . 

59.7 

62.3 

67.4 

69.9 

10.2 

17.1 

Employed . 

8,187 

8,354 

8,977 

9,456 

1,269 

15.5 

Employment-population  ratio  2/ . 

52.7 

53.7 

57.7 

60.9 

8.2 

15.6 

Unemployed . 

1,082 

1.343 

1,503 

1,383 

301 

27.8 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

611 

890 

1,064 

989 

378 

61  .9 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

470 

453 

439 

394 

-76 

-16.2 

Unemployment  rate .......................... 

11  .7 

13.8 

14.3 

12.8 

1  .1 

9.4 

Not  in  labor  forca . 

6,253 

5,861 

5,077 

4,677 

-1,576 

-25.2 

White 

Civilian  non institutional  population . 

24,907 

24,893 

24,881 

24,866 

-41 

-.2 

Civilian  labor  forca . 

16,449 

17,062 

18,639 

19,249 

2,800 

17.0 

Participation  rata . 

66.0 

68.5 

74.9 

77.4 

11.4 

17.3 

Employed . 

14,623 

14,955 

16,323 

17,144 

2,521 

17.2 

Employment-population  ratio  2/ . 

58.7 

60.1 

65.6 

68.9 

10.2 

17.4 

Unemployed . 

1,826 

2,108 

2,316 

2,105 

279 

15.3 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

1,111 

1,445 

1,620 

1,560 

449 

40.4 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

715 

662 

696 

545 

-170 

-23.8 

Unemployment  rata . 

11.1 

12.4 

12.4 

10.9 

-.2 

-1  .8 

Not  in  labor  forca . 

8,459 

7,831 

6,241 

5,616 

-2,843 

—33.6 

•lack 

Civilian  noninstltutlonal  population . 

4,576 

4,579 

4,582 

4,585 

9 

.2 

Civilian  labor  force . 

2,341 

2,460 

2,746 

2,907 

566 

24.2 

Participation  rate . 

51  .2 

53.7 

59.9 

63.4 

12.2 

23.8 

Employed . 

1,658 

1,717 

1,856 

2,120 

462 

27.9 

Employment-population  ratio  2/ . 

36.2 

37.5 

40.5 

46.2 

10.0 

27  •  6 

Unemployed . 

683 

743 

891 

7  47 

1  04 

15.2 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

483 

568 

657 

611 

128 

26.5 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

201 

175 

234 

176 

-25 

-12.4 

Unemployment  rata . 

29.2 

30.2 

32.4 

27.1 

-2.1 

-7.2 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,235 

2,119 

1 ,836 

1,678 

-557 

-24.9 

i/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 

/  Percent  of  the  civilian  non institutional  population  that  is  employed. 


Tab la  2.  Employment  status  of  the  population  16  to  24  years  of  age  by  sex  and  race,  July  1989-93 
(Numbers  in  thousands.  Data  are  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Employment  status,  sex,  and  race 


TOTAL 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population.. 

Civilian  labor  force . 

Parti ci pati on  rate . 

Employed . . 

Employment-population  ratio  J./ 

Unemployed . 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

Unemployment  rate . 

Not  in  labor  force . 


Men 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population.. 

Civilian  labor  force . 

Participation  rate . . 

Employed . 

Employment-population  ratio  1/ 

Unemployed . 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

Unemployment  rate . 

Not  in  labor  force . 


Homen 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population.. 

Civilian  labor  force . 

Participation  rate . 

Employed . 

Employment-population  ratio  J./ 

Unemployed . 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

Unemployment  rate . 

Not  in  labor  force . 


White 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population.. 

Civilian  labor  force . 

Participation  rate . 

Employed . 

Employment-population  ratio  J/ 

Unemployed . 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

Unemployment  rate . 

Not  in  labor  force . 


Black 

Civilian  noninstitutional  population.. 

Civilian  labor  force . 

Participation  rate . 

Employed . 

Employment-population  ratio  J./ 

Unemployed . 

Looking  for  full-time  work . 

Looking  for  part-time  work . 

Unemployment  rate . 

Not  in  labor  force . 


1989 


32,200 

24,956 

77.5 

22,274 

69.2 

2,682 

1,994 

688 

10.7 

7,244 


15,854 

13,126 

82.8 

11,795 

74.4 

1,330 

1,032 

299 

10.1 

2,728 


16,347 
11,830 
72.4 
10,479 
64.1 
1,352 
963 
389 
11  .4 
4,516 


26,382 

21,004 

79.6 
19,143 

72.6 
1,861 
1,345 

516 

8.9 

5,378 


4,655 

3,170 

68.1 

2,448 

52.6 

723 

573 

150 

22.8 

1,484 


1990 


31,577 

23,748 

75.2 

21,176 

67.1 

2,572 

1,811 

761 

10.8 

7,828 


15,603 

12,602 

80.8 

11,260 

72.2 

1,342 

988 

355 

10.7 

3,001 


15,974 

11,146 

69.8 

9,916 

62.1 

1,230 

824 

406 

11.0 

4,828 


25,737 
20,152 
78.3 
18,370 
71  .4 
1 ,782 
1,238 
544 
8.8 
5,585 


4,584 

2,840 

62.0 

2,149 

46.9 

691 

513 

178 

24.3 

1,744 


1991 


31,172 

22,975 

73.7 

19,822 

63.6 
3,152 
2,302 

850 

13.7 
8,198 


15,443 

12,294 

79.6 

10,580 

68.5 

1,714 

1,316 

399 

13.9 

3,149 


15,729 

10,680 

67.9 

9,243 

58.8 

1,438 

986 

451 

13.5 

5,049 


25,339 
19,482 
76.9 
17,131 
67.6 
2,350 
1  ,705 
646 
12.1 
5,857 


4,568 
2,743 
60.0 
2,034 
44.5 
7  08 
538 
171 
25.8 
1  ,825 


1992 


30,880 

23,076 

74.7 

19,745 

63.9 

3,331 

2,360 

971 

14.4 

7,803 


15,302 

12,205 

79.8 

10,433 

68.2 

1,772 

1,291 

480 

14.5 

3,097 


15,577 

10,871 

69.8 
9,312 

59.8 
1,559 
1,068 

491 

14.3 

4,706 


24,991 
19,400 
77.6 
17,081 
68.3 
2,319 
1  ,612 
707 
12.0 
5,591 


4,568 

2,888 

63.2 

2,010 

44.0 

878 

670 

208 

30.4 

1,679 


1993 


30,814 

22,987 

74.6 
19,947 

64.7 
3,039 
2,252 

788 

13.2 

7,828 


15,298 

12,148 

79.4 

10,491 

68.6 

1,657 

1,263 

394 

13.6 

3,150 


15,516 
1 0,839 

69.9 
9,456 

60.9 
1,383 

989 

394 

12.8 

4,677 


24,866 

19,249 

77.4 

17,144 

68.9 
2,105 
1,560 

545 

10.9 
5,616 


4,585 
2,907 
63.4 
2,120 
46.2 
787 
611 
176 
27 .1 
1,678 


j./  Percent  of  the  civilian  noninstitutional  population  that  is  employed. 


Table  3.  Employed  dvilUns  16  to  24  y oars  of  ago  by  Industry*  class  of  worker,  and  raca,  July  1992-93 
(In  thousands.  Data  ara  not  seasonally  adjusted.) 


Industry  and  class  of  worker 

Total 

White 

Black 

1992 

1993 

1992 

1995 

1992 

1993 

Total  employed . 

19,746 

19,947 

17,081 

17,144 

2,010 

2,120 

Agriculture . 

783 

695 

742 

654 

23 

24 

Honour i cultural  industries . 

18,963 

19,253 

16,339 

16,490 

1  ,987 

2,096 

Private  wage  and  salary  workers . 

16,921 

17,247 

14,722 

14,893 

1  ,667 

1,788 

Mining . 

51 

52 

44 

45 

2 

5 

Construction . 

863 

914 

810 

834 

33 

48 

Manuf actur i ng . 

2*267 

2,104 

1,929 

1  ,877 

277 

182 

Transportation  and  public  utilities . 

575 

569 

515 

462 

52 

72 

Wholesale  trade . 

558 

552 

515 

506 

37 

32 

Retail  trade . 

6,498 

6,968 

5,609 

5,927 

658 

780 

Finance*  insurance*  and  real  estate . 

931 

931 

839 

804 

72 

104 

Services . 

5,178 

5,157 

4,461 

4,438 

537 

56  5 

Government . 

1 ,628 

1,637 

1,249 

1,271 

297 

289 

Federal . . 

237 

229 

155 

147 

59 

70 

State . 

493 

483 

382 

393 

80 

68 

Local . 

897 

925 

711 

731 

157 

151 

Self-employed  and  unpaid  family  workers . 

414 

37  0 

368 

327 

24 

20 
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